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STRICTURES OF THE LIFE AND 
CHARACTER OF THE REV. DAN- 
IEL LITTLE, A. Ms OF KENNE- 
BUNK, IN WELLS, DISTRICT OF 
MAINE. 


TO preferve the remem- 
brance of thofe, who have 
ferved their generation by 
the will of God with ex- 
emplary diligence and iideli- 
ty, has been thought to be 
not only a proper expreflion 
of refpect and honor to the 
dead, but alfo ufeful and in- 
ftructive to the living. And 
the Rev. Danie, LITTLE 
has for many years fuftained 
fo refpectable a character,and 
rifing reputation in our 
churches, that fome brief ac- 
count of him may be accept- 
able to the chriftian reader. 

The family, from which he 
_ defcended, was refpectable, 
though not opulent. He 
was the fon of Dante Lir- 
TLE Efq. a gentleman much 
efteemed for his. knowledge 
in the fcriptures, his {trict 
and exemplary piety, and 
good converfation in Chritt. 
Mr. Little, the fon, was born 


at Newburyport, in Maffa. 
chufetts, Anno Domini, 
17243 whence he removed, 
while very young, to Haver- 
hill with his father, who was, 
if I miftake not, a deacon of 
the church there. He after. 
ward removed thence to 
Hampitead, in New-Hamp- 
fhire, where he died in a ve- 
ry advanced age. 

Mr. Little had the happi-. 
nefs of receiving a very relig- 
ious education from his pi- 
ous parents. He was early 
and carefully inftruéted in 
the doétrines and duties of 
the chriftian religion; and, by 
the grace and influence of 
the {pirit of God, his mind 
was early eftablifhed in thofe 
found principles of religion, 
and his heart formed to thofe 
pious and virtuou: difpofi- 
tions, by which his life and 
converfation were conducted. 

Being defigned for the evan- 
gelical miniftry, his friends 
chofe that he fhould rather 
go through his courte of pre- 
paratory ftudies under the 
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direction of a_ private do- 
meftic tutor, than at a pub- 
lic feminary of learning. 
For though there are oreater 
advantages for proficiency 
in the knowledge of the lib- 
cralartsand fciencesat an uni- 
verfity, yet thereis alfo great- 
er danger that the principles 
and morals of youth may be 
depraved there, by the focie- 
ty, the evil communications 
and examples, which may 
there be met with, than in a 
wellordered family, underthe 
eye and government ofa pi- 
ousandprudenttutor. What- 
ever a man’s literary accom- 
plifhments may be, if his 
mind and heart be not form- 
ed to fentiments and difpofi- 
tions of piety, he is unworthy 
and unfit to be a public 
teacher of piety and right- 
eoulnefs. 

Having acquired a knowl- 
edge of the languages ufual- 
ly taught at college, under 
the tuition of Mr. Sewall, a 
celebrated inftructor in thofe 
days, at Newburyport, Mr. 
Little applied himfelf with 
diligence to the ftudy of the- 
ology, , under the direction 
of a Rev. Jofeph Moody, 
of York, who is faid to have 
been agentleman of fuperiour 
natural abilities, an excellent 
{cholar, of a fweet and ami- 
able temper, and eminent 
piety; and who exerted 
himfelf with uncommon zeal 
and activity for the promo- 





tion of vital godlinefs, which 
was not abated even in thofe 
years of uncommon depref- 
fion of fpirits, with which 
the latter part of his lite was 
clouded. 

Having made fome good 
proficiency in the knowledge 
of the Latin, Greek, and He- 
brew tongues, with other 
branches of literature requi- 
fite to qualify him for the 
work, for which he was de- 
figned ; having alfo gone 
through a courfe of theolog- 
ical ftudies and exerciles, he 
was, after examination, ap- 
probated and recommended 
by the aflociated minifters of 
the county of York, asa can- 
didate for the gofpel minif- 
try. 

After having been employ- 
ed fome time in teaching a 
fchool and preaching occa- 
fionally, the eaftern parifh in 
Wells «plied to him to 
preach to them, which he 
did to univerfal acceptance ; 
andhereceived anunanimous 
invitation to fettle with them 
in the paftoral office. Such 
was their forwardnefs and 
zeal to enjoy the comfort 
and benefit of his minitterial 
labours, that, though there 
were but about thirty fami- . 
lies in the parifh, and not a 
quarter of them perfons of 
any coniiderable property, 


yet they cheerfuily under- 


took to build a meeting- 
houfe, and voted a falary for 









his maintenance equal to 
what was then generally 
given in that part of the 
country. 
defpifing the day of {mall 
things, and trufting in the 
promife, that to thofe, who 
feck firft the kingdom of 
God and his righteoufnefs, 
all things needful fhall be 
added, with equal cheerful- 
nefs accepted the invitation, 
caft in his lot with them, and 
was ordained a minifter of 


the gofpel, and paftor of the _ 


fecond church in Wells, in 
March, 17513 in which rela- 
tion to his people, in unin- 
terrupted peace and harmo- 
ny, he continued for fifty 
years, till his connexion with 
them was diflolved by death. 

It may be worthy of no- 
tice, that this parifh was not 
only enabled to bear comfort- 
ably that burden of expenfe, 
which they took upon them- 
felves in fettling and main- 
taining a gofpel minifter, but 
by the blefling of God have 
increafed fince in numbers 
and opulence in a very re- 
markable manner ; more, it 
is thought by fome, than any 
parifh in the country. And 
Mr. Little alfo, how unprom- 
iling foever his worldly prof- 
pects might feem at his fet- 
tling with them, bas been a- 
ble to maintain his family 
comfortably, decently, and 
in a more elegant ftyle than 
many of his order, and left 


Mr. Little, not: 
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an eftate of good value to his 
children. : 

It has often been mention- 
ed, asa matter of common 
obfervation, that, when 2 
people have had a_ heart to 
honour the Lord with their 
fubftance, by providing lib- 
erally for the fupport of the 
gofpel and the worfhip of 
God, they have, by his blefi 
ing, profpered in their tem- 
poral interefis. But that 
thofe, who are grofsly back- 
ward and neglectful of doing: 
their duty in this inftance, 
have not been profperous,: 
Their withholding more than: 
is mect has tended to impov- 
erifh them ; and, which is a’ 
more awful frown, the blefl- 
ing of God has been with- 
held from the means of re- 
ligion, fo that they have not 
been profited by them. We 
fhould not think it will be 
acceptable to God, if we 
worthip him only with that 
which cofts us little or noth- 
ing. 

Mr. Little, having taken 
upon him the paftoral care 
and overfight of his flock, 
applied himfelf with active 


diligence to the duties of his 


office. 

The life of a parifh minif- 
ter, fo far as it falls under ob- 
fervation, is commonly fo 
uniform as to furnifh little 
variety of incidents. ‘The 
fame courfe of fervices is per- 
formed from week te week, 
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and year to year. If Mr. Lit- 
tle made any minutes of his 
clofet exercifesand frames for 
his own ufe, they were writ- 
ten in fhort hand characters, 
underftood only by himfelf. 
All that can now be known 
is, that he lived a devout 
life, and that devotional ex- 
ercifes in pious meditations 
and prayer were his daily 
employment. 

His talents for ufeful fer- 
vices to the church were 
very well adapted to the 
place and the office ailigned 
to him by the head of the 
church. He was more pe- 
culiarly formed for ay active, 
than a contemplative life. 
Deep fpeculations on ab- 
ftrufe points, analyzing and 
unravelling the cunningly 
woven cobwebs of metaphyf- 


. ical fophiftry, were not agree- 


able to his genius or tafte. 
But he was very well gifted 
to feed and guidein the way 


of life the flock, of which he 
was an overfeer, and to bea 


_ helper of theirjoy. If fome 


others might be more fit 
to meet and {peak with the 
enemy in the gate, he was 
well qualified and difpofed 
to plant, and water, and 
drefs the vine in the vine- 
yard of the Lord. He was 
one of aliyely caft of mind. 


thoughts were beft; that 
they were not ordinarily rip- 
ened and improved, but 
rather perplexed, by ponder- 
ing and deliberation. _ He 
had a pregnant invention, a 
lively fancy, a readinefs and. 
fluency of expreflion, which 
{carce ever was feen to faul- 
ter. He was not flothful in 
bufinefs ; but, by vigourous 
activity, made a quick dif- 
patchin his work and fervice. 
As he enjoyed a goud {tate 
of health, a lively flow of 
{pirits, with great agility of 
body, he was qualified to be 
eminently ufeful, and to a- 
bound in the work of the 
Lord. 

He had a happy talent for 
extemporary and occafional 
performances, and could a- 
dapt his prayers to dudden 
and uncommon occafions, 
with great facility, and ap- 
peared to be always prepar- 
ed for them, by a plentiful 
effufion-of the fpirit of grace 
and {upplication. A,devout 
heart, and ready flowing in- 
vention fuggefted fuch copi- 
ous matter of prayer, with 
fit expreflions, as fuperfeded 
the need of forms and pray- 
er books. On fuch occa- 
fions his heart has appeared 
to be enlarged, and, as 
it were, infpired from above 


His thoughts Pee onde an unufual manner; and 


2 {s ; 
andit was his own cbferva- 


tion of himfelf, that his firft 





his tongue has been as the 


pen ofa peady 


He gaye hi 


iter. 
alfo mot 











only to prayer, but to the 
miniftry of the word, and 
was inftant in feafon; teach- 
ing notonly publickly, but 
from houfe to houfe. His 
fermons, which were com- 
pofed with that quick dif- 
patch, which was ufual with 
him, were ferious, evangelic- 
al, and practical. They were 
not elaborate, argumentative 
or accurate compolitions. 
Controverfies were not 
much meddled with. The 
doctrines of religion were 
propoied and applied to prac- 
tice, as acknowledged truths. 
Repentance towards God, 
and faith in Chrift, the love 
of God and our neighbour, 
a fober, righteous and godly 
life, thofe truths and duties 
by which chriftians live, were 
continually urged and incul- 
cated. He was not, howev- 
er, thought to excel fo much 
in the gift of preaching, as 
in other performances. Nei- 
ther the compofition nor de- 
livery of his fermons was 
much adapted to gratify a 
nice or curious tafte. His 
fentences were often too 
long, too complex, and clog- 
ged with parenthefis, and in- 
cidental claufes ; a fault to 
which a manof fuch quick 
and flowing invention, muft 
be very liable, whofe mind 
was, as it were, overcharged 
with thoughtsrifing continu- 
ally in rapid fucceflion. Inde- 


Striétures of the Life, Sc. of the Rev. Daniel Little. 45 


livering his fermons,his voice 


was rather harfh when he 
{poke with emphafis, and his 
pronunciation too indifting, 
precipitantand uneven. But 
if he did not fhine fo much as 
apulpit orator, he was an edi- 
fying, acceptable preacher to 
ferious chriftians. ‘The apol- 
tle Paul, it feems, did not 
excelin the art of {peaking. 
For they, who fought to fink 
his reputation, faid, “his 
fpeech is contemptible.” 

Mr. Little was a fober, 
modeft, moderate, candid 
Calvinift and congregation- 
alift. He cordially believed 
and approved the do¢trines 
and order, which have been 
generally received in the 
churches of New-England ; 
but hedid not approve the 

cculiar fchemes of fome 
bold fpeculatifts, who, he 
thought, were venturing far- 
ther than was fafe, in their 
reafonings on the deepett, 
the moft difficult and mytte- 
rious points of natural and 
revealed religion, and who 
advanced notions, which 
feem harfh and fhocking to 
the generality of chriftians. 
He alfo cherifhed a cordial 
efteem and affection for 


chriftians of othcr denomi.-. 


nations, whofe converfation 
was vifibly becoming the 
gofpel. He had much of that 
charity, which is difpofed to 
think no evil, and hope the 
beft of others. Some may 
perhaps think that his char- 
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ity was almoft too large, 
But it was the natural effect 
of his benevolent temper to 
, lean to the favourable fide, in 
Bet judging of the characters of 







be inclined to hope and be- 
lieve what was fo agreeable 
to his wifhes. 

Mr. Little was of an active, 
cheerful and fociable caft of 
mind. Hehad a happy tal- 
ent for converfation. In him 
the politenefs and urbanity 
of the gentleman, the famil- 
jarity and kindnefs of the 
friend, and the ferious piety 
of the chriftian, were fo unit- 
ed,as to render him an agree- 
able, amiable, entertaining, 
and infiructive companion. 
This led him to {pend much 
of his time in friendly and 
pattoral vifits, that he might 
better know the ftate of his 
flock, and give them fuch 
{pecial and iuitable inftruc- 
tions in private, as could not 

i be done fo well in publick. 
tif He thought his particular 
gifts might be improved to 
fome peculiar advantage to 
his people in this way. And 
his converfation with them 
was conducted not with the 
folemn formality of a lecture, 
but with an ingratiating fa- 
miliarity, and was more cal- 
culated to engage love, and 
invite to a reciprocal free- 
dom of difcourfe, than to 
command reverence. He 


would drop fuch religious 
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profefled chriftians, and to 





inftructions, as he judged 
might be moft fuitable for 
them. In this way he 
thought he could improve 
his time and his particular 
gifts to moit advantage. 
‘There are diverfities of gifts. 
They are all given to profit 
withal. It was not becaufe 
he had not a tafte for ftudy 
and reading, that fo much of: 
his time was {pent in vifiting 
and converiing with his peo- 
ple. For he had a great thirit 
for knowledge; and though 
he was not a plodder, he des 
lighted greatly in perufing 
valuable books. Indeed it is 
thought, by thofe, who were 
beft acquainted with him, 
that he had read more, than ° 
was ufual for a parifh minif- 
ter. There are few, whofe 
minds are fo furnifhed, as 
his was, with variety of cu- 
rious and ufeful knowledge. 
But he could readily deny’ 
himfelf the entertainment he 
found in converfing with the 
works of the beft authors, 
that he might converfe with 
the poor for their inftruction 
and edification, and pray 
with and for them. 

In converfing with his 
friends, he was free, famil- 
jar, and even facetious, tho’ 
without levity, preferving 
{till the proper decorum of 
the clergyman. It deferves 
particular notice, as an ami- 
able trait in his character, 
that {peaking evil of thofe, 
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who were abfent, was ftrictly 
avoided by him in his freeft 
difcourfes, nor would he fuf- 
fer evil fpeaking in any, 
where he was prefent, with- 
out openly declaring his dif- 
like of it, and endeavouring 
to divert the difcourfe to 
fomething more agreeable. 
He was a rare example of one 
of great fenfibility, and an 
ardent {pirit, who feemed to 
have no gall in his conftitu- 
tion. The warmth of his 
temper was all mild, kind, 
and benevolent. It was faid 
by one, who had been much 
converfant with him for 
more than forty years, that 
he never faw his temper 


ruffed with anger. 
(To be concluded. ) 


For the. Magazine. 


THE INFLUENCE OF RELIGIOUS IN-= 
STITUTIONS UPON MEN, WITH 
RESPECT TO THEIR RELIGIOUS 
CAPACITY. 


[An Extra. } 


THERE are many qualities, 
which we fhare in common 
with the inferiour animals. 
In the acutenefs of the exter- 
nal fenfes, fome of them ex- 
cel our fpecies. They have 
a reafon of their own ; they 
make approaches to human 
intelligence, and are led by 
an inftinét of nature to aflo- 
ciate with one another. They 
have alfo their virtues, and 
exhibit fuch examples of ai- 
fection, of indufiry, and of 


courage, as give leflons to 
mankind, But in all their 
actions they difcover no fenfe 
of Deity, and no traces of re- 
ligion. It was referved to 
be the glory of man, that he 
alone fhould be admitted in- 
to the prefence of his Crea- 
tor, and be rendered capable 
of knowing and adoring the 
perfections of the Almighty. 
As piety is the diftinguifhing 
mark of the human race, a 
tendency to the exercife 


thereof is in fome degree nat. 


ural to the human mind. 
When we look up to heaven, 
and behold the fun fhining 
in glory, orthe moon and the 
{tars walking in brightnefs, 
untaught nature prompts us 


to adore him that made 


them, to bow down and 
worfhip in the temple not 
made with hands. When 
we are furrounded by dan- 
gers on every fide, and over- 
whelmed with deep afflic- 
tion, by the law of our na- 
ture, we tend to fome fupe- 
rior Being for fafety and _ re- 
lief ;;or when we are fur- 
prifed with a fudden flow of 
unexpected profperity, {pon- 
taneouily we lift up our eyes 
and hands to heaven, to pour 
forth the grateful effufions of 
the heart to our unfeen Ben- 
efactor, 

As there are principles, 
then,inhuman nature, which 
incline men to religion, and 
principles alfo, which in- 
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cline to fociety, it would 
not have been extraordinary, 
if the combined influence of 
the religious and aflociating 
principles had been fo ftrong, 
as to have prompted men to 
have affembled in publick, for 
the purpofes of devotion, al- 
though no law had been giv- 
en to that end. But it was 
not left to this. Among all 
the nations of the world, the 
publick interefted itfelf in the 
caufe ; the legiflative author- 
ity interpofed its fanéction, 
and kings and lawgivers en- 
couraged the propenfity of 
the people to religion. It re- 
quired no profound wifdom 
to forefee the manifeft advan- 
tages, that the publick worfhip 
of the Deity would intro- 
duce among men. Accord- 
ingly temples were every 
where built, facred ceremo- 


. nies were initituted, an order 


of men was appointed to of- 
ficiate in holy things, and 
certain days were fet apart 
for the people to joinin the 
celebration of divine wor- 
fhip. Indeed, as to the ob- 


jeéts and manner of worthip, 


little care was taken. The 
magiftrate gave his authori- 
ty to the current belief, tho’ 
ever fo abfurd and ridiculous, 
and eftablifhed that form of 
religion, which the people 
were beft difpofed to receive. 
Tt was. thought fuflicient, if, 
by publick and folemn acts of 
piety, a fenfe of Deity and 


feelings of religion could be 
imprefled, and frequently re- 
newed in the minds of men. 
But in fome nations this 
practice, fo highly benefic- 
ial to mankind, was enjoin- 
ed by an authority fuperiour 
to that of human governors. 
God himfelf, in the fyftem 
of laws which he delivered 
to his ancient people, hal- 
lowed the feventh day, and 
appointed other feftivals, in 
which the people fhould af- 
femble together, in order to 
join in the fervices of the 
fanctuary. In what concerns 
the celebration of the fab- 
bath, chriftianity confirms 
the Mofaic law. Our Sav- 
iour, whofe practice fhould 
be a rule of life to chriftians, 
attended upon the publick 
worfhip in the Jewifh fyn- 
agogues; and the apoftles 
followed his example, till, by 
their labours in the miniftry, 
they had gathered together 
in one place a fufficient num- 
ber of converts to form a 
church. ‘Then they contti- 
tuted regular aflemblies of 
chriftians; they ordained 
proper perfons to prefide in 
the public worfhip, and, both 
by their precept and exam- 
ple, recommended a conftant 
attendance on thefe meetings 
of the faithful. 

That there muft be a pub- 
lick religion in every ftate, is 
a principle in which not only 


chriftians, but infidels, have. 





been agreed. In order that 
the publick religion may be 
productive of any good ef- 
feéts,it is neceflary that it 
make a deep impreflion upon 
the minds of the people. 
But if it were not for our 
affembling together on the 
Lord’s day for publick wor- 
fhip, that form of chriftiani- 
ty, which prevails in this 
country, would perhaps take 
too feeble a hold of the 
mind to produce its proper 
effects. ‘The chriftian relig- 
ion is very different from 
thofe fyftems of fuperftition, 
which prevailed in the pagan 
world. The heathen relig- 
ion had attractions for every 
feeling of the human frame. 
It contained every thing that 
could ftrike the fenfes, or 
pleafe the imaginations of 
men. All the apparatus of 
falfe religion, which at once 
amufes and engages the 
mind, was exhibited ; cere- 
monies, pompous feftivals, 
coftly facrifices, were contin- 
ually pafling before the eyes 
of the worfhippers, In the 
majefty of the temple, and 
the iplendour of the wor- 
fhip, the deity feemed to be 
prefent. Ancient fupertfti- 
tion introduced the fine arts 
into her train, called the 
powers of genius to her aid, 
and employed the painter 
and the poet to hold out her 
charms to the world. 

Very different was that re- 
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ligion, of which Jefus Chrift 
was the author. When the 
Son of God defcended, he 
appeared not like the idols 
of the nations. The chrif- 
tian religion is pure, fpiritu- 
al,divine. Itis the religion 
of the mind and the heart ; 
the worfhip of God, who is 
a Spirit, in fpirit and in 
truth. There is nothing 
here but the fimplicity of 
truth, and the majefty of 
reafon, to perfuade theworld. 
Man, however, is not a pure 
intelligence, and reafon is 
not the only aitribute of his 
nature. -Were-it not there- 
fore forthe mode of com- 
munication: by difcourfe, in 
public aflemblies, chriftiani- 
ty, in its fimpleft form, could 
never be a popular religion. 
It might employ the leifure— 
of philofophic men; it might 
operate its effect on the few 
who are given to inquiry ; 
but it never could engage 
the generality of mankind. 
They, who have not confid- 
ered the fubject, cannot pof- 
fibly conceive the aftonifhing 
difference there is between 
written and fpoken lam 
guage; between ihe dead 
letter that appears to the eye, 
and the living voice that 
comes to the heart. The 
fame difcourfe that in a pop- 
ular aflembly would raife the 
paflions of the audience to 
the higheft pitch ; fendit a- 
broad in print, gnd it will 
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have no effect at all. Add 
to thefe, that it is to the 
meetings of the faithful, that 
the promife of the divine 
prefence is made. In the 
gates of Zion, God delights 
to dwell ; and when his dii- 
ciples are gathered together, 
Jefus has promifed to be in 
the midftofthem. True pi- 
ety, indeed, is not confined 
to the fanctuary. High is 
the pleafure, and great the 
benefit of private devotion. 
But fure I am, that they, 
who have entered into the 
fpirit, and tafted the pleaf- 


ures of devotion in {fecret, 


‘will not be thereby prevent- 


ed from approaching to God 
in the ordinances of publick 
worfhip. Society heightens 
every feeling, and improves 
every delight. All that 
charms the eye or the ear, or 
the imagination or the heart, 
is attended with double pleaf- 
ure, when we fhare it in the 
company of others. In the 
prefence of {triking and ex- 
emplary piety, the carelefs 
worfhipper will become de- 
vout, and the devout will be- 
come fervent. A holy emu- 
Jation will rife in the bofoms 
of the faithful; the ardour 
will {fpread from breaft to 
breaft, andthe paffions of one 
infame the paffions of all. 
May I not appeal to your 
own experience, and afk, 
When you have been in the 
fpirit on the Lord’s day; 


when the word of life was 
fpoken from the heart to the 
heart ; have you not felt that 
there was a divinity in vir- 
tue; have you not found 
yourfelves as if tranflated 
from earthto heaven; and 
experienced the emotion of 
mind, which the patriarch 
felt, when he awoke from 
his dream, and cried out in 
a rapture, ‘‘ Surely the Lord 
is in this place! This is none 
other than the houfe of God, 
and this is the gate of heav- 
en?” 


|__| 


EXTRACT FROM DR. J. TAYLOR'S 
VINDICATION OF THE SACRED 
WRITINGS. 


You may be very fure of 
this one thing, that whoever 
cavil againit the {criptures, 
are ftrangers to them. They 
object, and take upon them- 
felves to judge in a matter, in 
which they are no ways qual- 
ified to be judges ; in a mat- 
ter which they neither un- 
derftand, nor, in their pref- 
ent way of thinking, ever in- 
tend to underftand. For 
whatever airs fuch may give 
themfelves, or what fem- 
blanceor fhow foever they 
make of knowledge and wif- 
dom, thefe men have never 
{tudied the {fcriptures, nor, 
generally {fpeaking, have they 
learning or capacity to enter 
into their deep and abftrufe 
parts. Had they ever fober- 
ly and ferioufly ftudied the 











fcriptures, they muft of ne- 
ceflity have found fo many 
and fuch evident marks of a 
Divine Spirit, fuch glorious 
difplays of the wifdom, pow- 
erand truth of God, as would 
have taught them to think 
more modeftly of what is 
doubtful and obfcure. 
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end of his days, declared to 
arch-bifhop Uther, that not- 
withftanding he had been 


‘fo laborious in his enquiries, 


and curious in his collections; 
and had poflefled himfelf of 
a treafury of books and man- 
ufcripts, upon ancient fub- 
jects; yet he could ref his 


When did you ever hear of foul on none fave the fcriptures. 


any name, illuftrious forlearn- 
ing and wifdom, that ever 
difputed the divine original 
and authority of fcripture? 
Did ever a Boyle, a Newton, 
or a Locke, queftion the di- 
vine original or truth of 
{cripture? No. Thefe men, 
of the moft eminent at- 
tainments in wifdom and 
knowledge, held the fcrip- 
tures in the higheft venera- 
tion and efteem, as a revela- 
tion from God ; and by their 
excellent comments have ac- 
knowledged the divine au- 
thority even of the moft ab- 
itrufe and difficult parts. 

The famous Selden,* one 
of the moft eminent philofo- 
phers, and moft learned men 
of his time; who had taken 
a diligent furvey of antiqui- 
ty, and what knowledge was 
confiderable amongft Jews, 
heathens, and chriftians, and 
read as much, perhaps, as any 
man ever read’; towards the 


* John Selden was an Englifh an- 
tiquary, hiftorian and law-writer of 
moft extenfive learning, born 
1584, died 1654. Grotius ftyles him 
“the glory of the Englifh nation.” 





And above all, that paflage 
gave him the moft fatisfac- 
tion, Titus ii, 11—-14, as 
comprifing the nature, end, 
and reward of true religion. 
The grace of God, that bring- 
eth falvation, hath appeared 
to all men. Teaching us, that 
denying ungodline/s and world- 
ly lufts, we fhould live foberly, 
righteoufly and godly, in this 
prefent world. Looking for 
that bleffed hope, and the glori- 
ous appearance of the great 
God, and our Saviour ‘fefus 
Chrift ; who gave himfelf for 


us, that he might redeem us 


from all iniquity, and purify un- 


to himfelf a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works. 

Sir Chriftopher Hatton, a 
great ftatefman, a little before 
his death, advifed his rela- 
tions to be ferious in fearch- 
ing after the will of God in 
his holy word ; for, faid he— 
It is deferyedly accounted a 
piece of excellent knowledge 
to underftand the laws of 
the land, and the cuftoms of 
a man’s country ; how much 
more, to know the ftatutes 
of heaven, and. the laws of 
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eternity, thofe immutable 
and eternal laws of jufticeand 
righteoufnefs ! to know the 
will and pleafure of the great 
Monarch and univerfal King! 


I have feen an end of all per- 
“fection, but thy commandment is 
exceeding broad. Whatever 
other knowledge a man may 
be endowed withal, could he 
by a vaft and capacious mind 
command the knowledge of 
art and nature, of words and 
things ; and yet not know 
the Author of his being, and 
the Preferver of his life, his 
Sovereign and his Judge, his 
fureit refuge in trouble, his 
beft friend or greateft enemy, 
the fupport of his life, and 
the hope of his death, his fu- 
ture happinefs, and his por- 
tion forever; he doth but 
go down to hell with a great 
deal of wifdom. 

Cavillers againft fcripture 


are men of an inferiour clafs,_ 


who want, and are no ways 
folicitous to gain, the quali- 
fications needful to render 
them in any degree fit or 
competent judges. 
nough for fuch to pick up a 
{mall collection of fcruples, 
to eafe themfelves of the 
trouble of thought or ftudy, 
and at the fame time to give 
a plaufible appearance of 
both. But with men of 


judgment, fuch muft ftand 
in a very ridiculous light. To 
a judicious phyfician, how fil- 
ly and contemptible muft a 


It is e-: 


perfon be, who, though ne 
ways {killed in the {fcience, 
fhould take upon him per- 
petually to cenfure, vilify, 
andcondemn a Boerhaave, 
or a Sydenham, the greateft 
maftersin theart of medicine. 


by  ———-— } 


Fer the Magazine. 


A LETTER FROM A MINISTER TOA 
FRIEND IN A CONSUMPTION. 
My dear, affli&ed Friend, 

THE callsand engagements, 
which engrofs my time, are 
fo many and urgent, that I 
have been obliged to deny 
myfelf the ait§tion ‘of vil- 
iting you in pérfon, with 
that frequency which I could 
have wifhed. To fupply 
that lack of fervice, 1am now 
induced to fend you the fol- 
lowing lines. They come to 
afflure you, that my heart 
bears you an affectionate re- 
membrancé, and that, with 
them, I would, were I able, 
fend you health and felicity. 
They come moreover to tell 
you, that I fincerely commif- 
erate your afflicted and endan- 
gered cafe,and to recommend 
to you, as your recovery, 
your life, and your falvation, 
that dear, that adorable Sav- 
iour, who was gafhed with 
wounds, and covered with 
blood; who was pierced with 
irons, and ftabbed to the 
heart ; who, amidft exquifite 
tortures, yielded up his pre- 
cious life, that we might be 
faved and live eternally. 














Look then, my afflicted 
friend, look unto God your 
Saviour. From the depths 
of your diftrefs, look unto 
him by an eye of faith. To 
the all gracious Jefus, com- 
mit your caufe, and he will, 
yes he will be your health, 
your life, and your falvation. 
Truft in the merits of your 
Redeemer, and hope in that 
mercy, which reigns and tri- 
umphs through him ; {fo the 
bed of ficknefsandof pain will 
not be a fcene of terrour to 


you, nor your laft hour an Pp 


hour of difpair. No ; but with 
a foul reconciled to the will 
of God, and a face that looks 
upward to the heavéns, you 
will glorify God in your af- 
fliction—-meet your diflolu- 
tion, when it comes, with 
chriftian faith, and goto your 
Father and his Father, to 
your Ged and his God, who 
has ranfomed finners by his 
blood. 

You admit that the difor- 
der, with which you are af- 
flicted is, probably, a con- 
fumption. And a confump- 
tion, you know, is a difeafe 
of which we utually enter- 
tain very formidable ideas. 
‘The patients themfelves ac- 
count it a very dangerous 
malady ; and allow the fitu- 
ation of thofe, who are its 
victims, to be exceedingly in- 
terefting and critical. At 
the fame time, it is generally 
thought, that it affords a 
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moft happy opportunity to 
prepare for death, and eter- 
nity. There is, it muft be 
granted, much appearance of 
truth in this remark. The 
warnings, which are thus e- 
choed in the ears of the fick, 
are very folemn, and atfect- 
ing. ‘The admonitions, thus 
addreffed to them, are all im- 
preflive and awakening. Nor 
is this all. The confumption, 
it may be added, ufually af- 
fords much time for ferious 
reflection, for clofe contem- 
lation of divine things, for 
humbling ourfelves before 
God, and for applying to the 
blood of Jefus, and the grace 
of his fanctifying {pirit. 

But that there are obfta. 
cles to a fpiritual improve- 
ment of this ficknefs, ought 
not for a moment to be for- 
gotten. Thefe obftacles a- 
rife partly from the nature of 
the complaint, and pari#l/ 
from the manner in which 
the fick are treated. The 
confumption is ufually fo 
flight in its commencement, 
and fo gradual in its progrefs, 
that the patient is not readi- 
ly aware of any danger. 
‘This obfervation is fo gener- 
ally admitted, that it 1s quite 
proverbial to fay—the con. 
{umption is a flattering difor. 
der. 

As this difeafe is very of- 
ten exceedingly infidious in 
its beginning, fo in almoft all 
its advancing ftages, it is in- 
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termixed with appearances, 
which are accounted favoura- 
bles Hence it is, that ina 
confumption the patient ts 
frequently lured along with- 
out alarm, and buoyed up 
with hope in the midft of 
danger. 

It muft moreover be con- 
fefled, that we are generally 
inclined to lend our aid, in 
helping the patient fmoothly 
and imperceptibly along. 
Accordingly, when we per- 
ceive that the dampnefs of 
the ground and the atmof- 
phere, in the early {fpring, 
produces painful effects, we 
encourage the fick to expect 
great things from the genial 
warmth of approaching fum- 
mer. Ifthe exceflive heat of 
fummer increafes our friend’s 
debility, we cherifh a hope 
that the mildnefsof approach- 
ing autumn will have the hap- 
pieft influence. But we care- 
fully avoid faying any thing 
of the fudden changes, b 
which thoufands of invalids 
are, in this unfettled climate, 
broken down, and fent into 
eternity. 

It has long been remarked, 
that the confumption is one 
of thofe difeafes, in which 
every mean is perfeveringly 
uied for keeping out of fight 
whatever might occafion a- 
larm, and for enlivening the 
fpirits of the fick. When no 


hopeofa cure remains ; when 
nothing can be expected from 


the apothecary’s fhop, the 
mineral waters, or the herbs 
of the field, but a momenta. 
ry palliation of the difeafe, 
there are fome, who try to 
{creen the fick from ferious 
thought, from clofe applica- 
tion to religiousfubjects, from 
retired meditation and fecret 
prayer. At the fame time, 
the moft complete ferenity 
and compofure of mind are 
conftantly recommended, and 
perfeveringly urged. Andas 
neceflary means for promot- 
ing this placid frame, amufe- 
ment and diverting converfa- 
tion are frequently propofed. 

Every one mutt certainly 


_ know the neceflity of having 


the mind ferene and cheer- 
ful, and the thoughts calm 
and quiet in a feafon of fick- 
nefs. Without this eflential 


* requifite, the utmoft fkill and 


care of the phyfician will 
probably be ineffectual. But 
I would afk thofe, who rec- 
ommend amufement and di- 
verting converfation—can 
thefe things reach the cale 
under confideration? canthey 
create a fettled tranquillity of 
mind, or give the confcience 
lafting peace? No: certainly 
they cannot. [afk again,do | 
the facred exerctfes, which 
belong to true religion, tend 
to make the fouls of men un- 
happy? Is there any thing in 
them, that can render medi- 
cal prefcription ineficctual ? 
furely not. 











The fick are allowed at in- 
tervals to converfe with kind 
and tender friends—certain- 
ly with vifiting phyficians. 
Why then fhould humble, 
delightful, religious inter- 
courfe with God, the beft, 
the everlafting friend, the all- 
eracious phyfician of {culs, 
be denied to them ? 

Unfafhionableand unpolite 
as it may appear, I will with- 
out a blufh, earneftly recom- 
mend to you real religion, 
as the only fovereign {pring 
of confolation. And I adore, 
I blefs the God of all mercy, 
who gracioufly permits, who 
tenderly invites you, in the 
mid{t of your affliction, to re- 
fort tothis fource of comfort; 
and to take hold of thofe 
facred pleafures, which re- 
joice the heart. 

In this duty Iam _ encour- 
aged and animated by facts, 
which have fallen under my 
own obfervation, as well as 
byathoufand other confid- 
erations. For although the 
obftacles to a fpiritual im- 
provement of this ficknefs 
are fo great and fo various, 
yet there are cafes,in which 
perfons have been awakened 
to faith and repentance, dur- 
ing a decline. We can eafily 
recollect inftances of individ- 
uals, hopefully converted to 
God, on their fick and dy- 
lng bed. God grant that the 
recollection of fuch cafes may 
not only awaken our fen- 
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fibility, by recalling fcenes. of 
the moft interefting nature, 
but encourage us to look to 
God through Jefus Chritt 
for pardon, acceptance and 
falvation. ‘ 

O my friend, be encour- 


*aged; be entreated to bow 


at the feet of Jefus, in 
the exercife of repentance 
and of faith, Embrace, f 
befeech you, an offered Sav- 
iour ; he isable; he is wil- 
ling—yes, even now, as it 
were at the eleventh hour, 
he is manifefting himfelf gra- 
cioufly willing to fave you. 
Hark! while I thus coldly 
write to you, he is with heav- 
enly importunity faying to 
you—** Look unto me and 
be faved, for 1 am God, and 
there is none elfe. Hearken. 
diligently unto me, and eat 
ye that which is good, and 
let your foul delight itfelf in 
fatnefs. Incline your ear, and 
come unto me; hear, and 
your foul fhall live. O Jeru- 
falem, Jerufalem, how often 
would I have gathered thy 
children together, as a hen 
gathereth her chickens un- 
der her wings.” 
 Liften, I pray you, while 
it is yet a day of grace, liften 
to the voice of God in his 
word. 
Believe, and take the promis’d reft ; 
Obey, and be forever blett. 

Reft not fhort of an inter- 
eft in Chrift. Never reft till 
you have found him {peaking 
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peace to you from heaven ; 
till you have heard him whif- 
pering in fweet ftrains to 
your heart—fon, daughter, 
be of good cheer, your ini- 
quities are forgiven. Thus 
you will be filled with joy 
and peace divine. Then you 
may contemplate death with- 
out terrour ; and look for- 
ward with a well grounded 
hope to that happy day, when 
you fhall be releafed from 
every pain—be robed in light, 
and crowned with life eter- 
nal. 

My prayers are offered up 
to God for your {falvation. 
Your good, your {piritual 
and everlafting good is my 
only motive tor addrefling 
this letter to you. May God 
attend the reading of it with 
his effectual blefling! May 
God make the fentiments of 
divine truth contained in it, 
the favour of life unto life 
to you ! So prays, with much 
fympathy and compaflion, 
your fincere friend, and af- 
fectionate well-wither, 

FIDELIS. 
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ADVICETO THOSE WHO ARE YOUNG. 


Wuewn you look forward 
to thofe plans of life, which 
either yourcircumftances have 
fuggefted, or your friends 
~ have propofed, you will not 
hefitate to acknowledge, that, 
in order to purfue them with 





Advice to Youth. 


advantage, fome’ previous 
difcipline is requifite. Be 
affured, that whatever is to 
be your profeflion, no educa. 
tion is more neceflary to 
your fuccefs, than the ac- 
quirement of virtuous difpo. 
fitions and habits. This is 
the univerfal preparation for 
every character, and every 
{tation in life. Bad as the 
world is, refpect is always 
paid to virtue. In the ufual 
courfe of human affairs it 
will be found, that a plain 
underftanding, joined with 
acknowledged worth, con- 
tributes more to profperity, 
than the higheft parts, with- 
out probity and honour.— 
Whether fcience, or bufinefs, 
or publick life be your aim, 
virtue {till enters for a prin- 
cipal fhare, into all thofe 
great departments of fociety. 
It is connected with emi- - 
nence in every liberal art ; 
with reputation, in every 
branch of fair and ufeful 
bufinefs ; and with diftinc- 
tion, in every publick ifta- 
tion. The vigour, which it 
gives the mind, and the 
weight, which it adds, to’ 


- character—the generous {en- 


timents, which it breathes, 
the undaunted fpirit, which 
it infpires, the ardour of dil- 
igence, which it quickens, 
and the freedom, which it 
procures from pernicious and 
difhonourable avocations, are 
the foundations of all that is 











high in fame, or great in fuc- 
cefs, among men. Whatev- 
er ornamental or engaging 
endowments you now pof- 
fefs, virtue is a. neceflary re- 
quifite, in order to their fhin- 
ing with proper luftre. Fee- 
ble are the attractions of the 
faireft form, if it be fufpect- 
ed that nothing within cor- 
refponds to the pleafing ap- 
pearance without. Short 
are triumphs of wit, when 
it is fuppofed to be the ve- 
hicle of malice. By whatev- 
er arts you may at firft at- 
tract the attention, you can 
hold the efteem and fecure 
the hearts of others only by 
amiable difpofitions, and the 
accomplifhments of the mind. 
Thefe are the qualities, whofe 
influence will laft, when the 
luftre of all that once fpark- 
led and dazzled has pafled 


away. P. S. 
tL — — — 


ON RELIGION, 


TRrveE religion, whatever may be 
the fentiments of the infidel, or of 
the vicious and unthinking part of 
mankind, is, in the eftimation of all 
fober, wife, and confiderate per- 
fons, the highe/t dignity, the principal 
ornament, and the chief good of intel- 
ligent beings. 

Without religion, you cannot be 
truly Aappy in lite ; you cannot be 
fafe or comfortable in death; you 
cnnnot be db/efed in the future eter- 
nal world. Without religion, there is 
no falvation. 

I propofe to offer a few thoughts 
—QOn the nature and properties of re- 
ligion—On the preeminence of relig- 
ion, or its fuperiority to all cther at- 
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tainments—and, On the motives and 
arguments, which evince the urgent 
neceflity of immediately attending to 
religion. 


NUM. I. 


ON THE NATURE AND PROPERTIES OF 
RELIGION. 


RELIGION is not a matter 
of mere form or pretence ; 
but is a great, interefting and 
important reality. It is fome- 
thing folid, fubftantial and 
permanent. It does not con- 
fift in forms and ceremonies ; 
nor in an external attendance 
on the duties and worfhip, 
which the gofpel requires. 
The duties of morality do 
not conftitute religion. Tho’ 
moral duties are excellent 
and important ; though the 
interefts of fociety very much 
depend on a regular atten- 
tion to them; yet the ef- 
fence of religion is by no 
means to be placed in the 
bare performance of them, 
The principles, from which 
moral actions and duties 
flow, mutt be good—mutt be 
holy; otherwife, thefe ac- 
tions and duties will be more 
the .name, than the real- 
ity—more the /hadow than 
the fubjftance, of religion.-— 
You are not, therefore, to 
confider yourfelves as the re- 
al fubjects of religion, merely 
becaufe you attend publick 
worthip, profefs religion, 
read, hear and pray, and 
conform to general rules of 
civility, morality, and good 
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behaviour: for all thefe 
things may be attended to, 
where there is no vital re- 
ligion, nor any fincere re- 
gard to it. They may be 
the effects of common educa- 
tion; or a compliance with 
cuftom, and the practice of 
others ; or may even pro- 
ceed from a vain-glorious, or 
felf-righteous fpirit. Moral- 
ity, indeed, will be the inva- 
riable effec? of religion; but 
it is not to be accounted re- 
ligion itfelf. 

Nor does religion confift 
in convictions, or humilia- 
tions, or outward acts of felf 
denial. You may be con- 
vinced of the evil and folly 
of many things that are bad, 
and actually abftain from 
them ; you may deny your- 


- felves many pleafures and en- 


joyments, either innocent or 
finful ; and may not be led a- 
way, by the enticements and 
ill example of others; and, at 
the fame time, not be truly 
religious, or in heart oppof- 
ed to fin; not be the 
fubjects of faving grace, or in 
love with true holinefs, 
_ Nor does religion confift 
in being eafily moved or af- 
fected with things of a relig- 
lous nature. You may be 
of fuch a conftitutional frame 
and temper, as to have your 
animal paflions eafily excited, 
and your affections frequent- 
ly moved ; fo as to readily 

ed tears on mournful occa- 


fions, and to be elevated 
with joy on occafions of res 
joicing ; fo as to be greatly 
affected with many fubjects 
and difcourfes of religion ; 
and yet have no real experi« 
ence of the fweet, the holy 
and happy influence of the 
wifdom, that is from above. 
There is, indeed, fuch a thing 
as holy, religious affections ; 
and, very often, truly piaus 
perfons are, both on joyful 
and‘ on forrowful occafions, 
confiderably moved and af- 
fected, from principles of re- 
al religion. But, then, you 
are not to account your- 
{elves religious, merely be- 
caufe you are perfons of 
quick fenfibility or feeling, 
and your affeétions are eafily 
moved. ) 3 

Nor fhould good nature, 
or a good natural difpofition, 
ever be placed in the room 
of religion : for it is quite a 
different thing from what 
true religion is. You may 
be, naturally, of an agreea- 
ble, pleafant temper; very 
different, inthis refpect, from 
many others in the circle of 
your acquaintance ; you may 
be mild, ferene, placid, o- 
bliging, and uniformly the 
fame in your natural good 
difpofition; which is, indeed, 
truly amiable, and very pleaf- 
ing to others. But you are 
not, however, to confider 
this as {pecial grace, or true 
religion. For, notwithftand- 














ing all this goodnature—this 
at theogit pleating en- 
dowment, you may be as 
deftitute of true vital piety, 
and fincere regard to God 


and religion, as others, who 
are naturally of a quick and 


irritable temper. In a word,. 


nature and grace—good tem- 
per and real religion, are 
things greatly differing, and 
ought never to be placed one 
for the other. 

Nor does religion, we may 
obferve once more, confift 
in a fervile fear of God, 
You may have a kind of fear 
of God before your eyes; 
you may fear his difpleafure, 
fear the effects of his anger, 
be afraid of his judgments, 
and tremble, at times, under. 
a dread of the awful confe- 
quences of fin; and thence 
be excited to abftain from. 
the practice of fome fins, and 
to fly to the difcharge of 


fome duties, with a view to. 


conciliate the divine favour, 
and avoid punifhment ; and, 
at the fame time, may have 
in your minds, no filial fear 
of God, no true love to him, 
or delight in his word; with- 
out which it is evident, there. 
can be no real religion. 

Bui, although a wide field 
thus opens for {peaking on 
the negative part of the point 
before us—for faying, what 
religion is not, or wherein it 
does not confift; yet there 
is fuch a thing as religion. 
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It has a reality, and is infin- 
itely important. Its chief 
feat is in the mind. It lies 
inwardly, in the hidden man 
of the heart, as the apoftle ex- 
prefles it, and in that whichis 
incorruptible. It is of divine 
origin ; and may in general 
be defcribed, a principle of 
divine and fpiritual life in 
the foul. It is fomething 
different from natural reafon 
and confcience ; though the. 
dictates of right reafon and. 
a well informed confcience. 
always agree with it. It is 
fomething fupernatural :— 
communicated or acquired 
through the influence of the 
{fpirit and grace of God. It 
is wifdom from above, and is 
pure, peaceable, gentle, eafy to 
be entreated, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality, 
and without hypocrify. So 
that religion, though it have 
its chief feat in the heart, 
and may be defcribed a, 
principle of divine and fpirit- 
ual life in the foul, is yet 
fuch a principle as has a ho- 
ly influence on the feveral 
powers of the mind, and of 
confequence on the external 
conduct. It greatly regulates. 
and guides the underftand- 
ing, confcience, will and af- 
fections : fo as to give us 
better perceptions refpecting 
{piritual objecis ; a more 
lively impreflion of the truth. 
and importance of divine 
things ; a greater attachment 
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and love to them, and amore 
hearty acquiefcence in, and 
concurrence with, whatfoev- 
er appears to be the divine 
will. The refult of all which 
will be, fuch a courfe of be- 
haviour in life, as is in gen- 
eral anfwerable to a ferious 
and religious ftate of the 
mind. 

Where religion is eftab- 
lifhed in the heart, there will 
be fome pleafing, though rev- 
erential fentiments of the 
greatnefs and glory of God; 
a cheerful, but venerable 
idea of his goodnefs and met 
cy; and an habitual and 
prevailing love to him and 
his law: there will be humb- 
ling and {felf-abafing thoughts 
on account of guilt and un- 
worthinefs, and a realmourn- 
ing and grief for fin; and 
there will be a renunciation 
of confidence in one’s own 
merit and ftrength: There 
will be faith and hope in 
Chrift, love and gratitude 
to him, anda difpofition and 
defire to keep his command- 
ments: There will be a real 
hatred of fin, a war waged 
againit fin, and fincere refo- 
lutions, by help of divine 
grace, to maintain the ftrug- 
gle to the laft; expecting 
the final victory, however, 
over this and all other ene- 
fnies, through the blood of 
the Lamb: There will, more- 
over, be a fenie of the infuf- 
ficiency of the world and its 
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enjoyments # afford real 
happinefs, and a firm refolu- 
tion of heart, that thefe fhall 
not be the main objects of 
purfuit : There will be fome 
good degree of acquiefcence 
in the difpofals of heaven, 
and contentment with the 
allotments -of. divine provi- 
dence: There will be an ex- 
panfion of heart in benevo- 
lence and good will towards 
mankind in general, and of 
love and kindnefs to rela- 
tives and near friends in par- 
ticular : There will be heav- 
enly mindednefs, a defire af- 
ter immortality, and a con- 
verfation in general, becom- 
ing the gofpel of Chritt. 
Such, in brief, it is con- 
ceived, are the nature and 
properties of true religion ; 
or, at leaft, thefe are fome of 
the things, in which it con- 
fifts and manifefts itfelf. 
Content not yourfelves, 
then, chriftian readers, with 
any religion fhort of that, 
which has, in fome good de- 
gree, thefe properties, and 
produces thefe good fruits. 
Difclaim all religion that has 
its feat only in the head— 
that is merely fpeculative— 
that is barren and unfruit- 
ful, producing no holy dif- 
pofitions and affections. Dif- 
claim all religions, except’ 
that, which has its feat in the 
heart, and which yields the 
happy fruits of piety, right- 


eoufnels and fobmiety, to the 
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glory of God, and the praife 


of divine grace. 
PAULINUS. 
—E=— 


For the. Magazine. 
AN ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION, 


‘“ pIp ST. PAUL ALLOW FEMALE 
DISCIPLES TO SPEAK IN PUBLICK ?”” 


Tue apoftle fhall anfwer 
for himfelf. 1. Cor. xiv. 35. 
Let your women keep filence in 
the churches : for it is not per- 
mitted to them to fpeak. 

By the church is meant a 
publick aflembly ; whatever 
may be thepurpofe,for which 
the aflembly is formed. The 
word tranflated church, is 
(Aéts xix. 32, 40, 41) appli- 
ed to that diforderly multi- 
tude, at Ephefus, which De- 
metreus the filver{mith call- 
ed together and exafperated. 
In the 32d and 41ft verfes it 
is rendered affembly. In the 
4oth it is tranflated concourfe. 
Aflemblies may be for relig- 
ious purpofes, or for purpotl- 
es very different. There can 
be no doubt, however, that, 
in the paflage from the epif- 
tle to the Corinthians above 
cited, the apoftle means, by 
churches, religious aflemblies. 
In them, he fays, women 
are not permitted to fpeak ; 
but are commanded to keep 
filence: adding further, in 
verfe 35th, If they will learn 
any thing, let them afk their 
bufbands at home: for it is a 
Jbame for a woman to peak in 


the church. 
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Thefe words muft have 
fome meaning : and furely 
no words in {fcripture have’ 
more the appearance of be-: 
ing plain. ‘To fay that the 


apottle is here {peaking of . 


giving votes in religious af- 


femblies, is equally inconfift- 
ent with his words, and the 


occafion, on which he ufed 
them. He mentions /peaking, 
and keeping filence. Does this. 
mean voting, or not voting ? 
Befides ; becaufe it is a fhame 


for a woman to vote, is that 
a reafon why fhe fhould af 


‘her hufband at home? No: 


the meaning is, if the preach- 
er delivers any thing, which 


‘fhe does not underftand, fhe 


muft not {peak out to obtain * 
information, but confult her 
hufband on the fubject, after 
their return. 

To fuppofe that voting is 
meant, would be wholly in- 
coniiftent with the  con- 
text. The apoftle is giving’ ™ 
direction for the well ordeme > 
ing of religious mectings>” 
and fhows, that no influence 
of the Holy Spirit, either on 
man or woman, can create 
diforder, nor excufeit. The 


Spirits of the prophets are 


ject to the prophets. They, 
who were under the divine 
influence, and had liberty to 
ipeak, were to reftrain them- 
felves, and {peak only when 
a fit opportunity prefented. 
Voting isa thing exceedingly 
foreign tothe apofile’sfubjec. 
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But how, it may be afk- 
ed, are we to reconcile what 
the apoftle has faid in the 
eleventh chapter of this epif- 





tle, with what he here faith, 


in the fourteenth? 

In the former, he feems 
to allow females to {peak 
in publick, as he cenfures on- 
ly the manner of doing it, 
and not the thing itfelf. Ev- 
ery woman that prayeth, or 
prophefieth with her head un- 
covered, difbonoureth her head. 
Prophefying is, with reafon, 
fuppofed to fignify the giv- 
ing of religious inftruction, 
and the general tenor of the 
chapter fhows, that publick 
inftruction is meant. 

It is allowed that there is 
fome difficulty in this; but 
we hope to prove that the 
difficulty is not great. If 
the apoftle were going to 
condemn both the action and 
the manner, is it certain that 
he would do it in the fame 
breath? He confidered it in- 
decent for a woman to ap- 
pear in publick, with her 
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it done ina decorous man. 
ner, and not with the bold. 
nef$ indicated by an uncov- 
ered head. ‘The apoftle, ch. 
vii. verfe 11, of this epiftle, 
gives particular directions, 
on fuppofition a wife departs 
from her hufband. If /he de- 
part, let her remain unmarried, 
or be reconciled to her hufband. 
But are we hence to infer, 
that he allowed her to de- 
part? By no means. It is 
{aid in the preceding verfe, 
Let not the wife depart from 
ber hufband. Becaufe the 
manner of the action is con- 
demned, it does by no means 
follow that the action it/elf 
was approved. ‘The Ifrael- 
ites did wrong in requiring 
a king; yet God, forefeeing 
they would require one, gave 
directions concerning the 
choice : as you will fee, by 
confulting Deut. xvii.14, 15. 

That, which Paul taught 
to the Corinthians, he ex- 
horted Timothy to teach in 
other churches. Let the wo- 


man learn in filence, with all 


head uncovered. ‘This cuf- /ubjection: but I fuffer not a - 


tom he condemns in the 
eleventh chapter. All pub- 
lick {fpeaking, in a woman, 
whether her head be covered 
or not, was in his eftimation 
improper; and that prac- 
tice he plainly condemns in 
the fourteenth chapter. He 
would not have them fpeak 
publickly at all, but if they 
would ipeak, he would have 


woman to teach. 

But though chriflian wo- 
men are forbidden to teach 
in publick, there is much 
for them to do in the caufe 
of religion. There were wo- 
men at Philippi, «ho laboured 
much in the Lord. \£in a mar- 
ried{tate,they may andought 
to converfe with their huf- 
bands, on the things pertaining 








to the kingdom-of God. If the 
latter are pious, the converfe 
and deportment of their 
wives will be inftrumental 
of invigorating their piety. 
They will be fellow helpers 
in religion. If the hufbands 
are not religious, ftill, thro’ 
divine grace, they may be even 
by the converfation of their 
wives, when they behold their 
chafte couverfation coupled with 
fear. Pious mothers have 
great influence over their 
children. In the earlier part 
of life, their influenceis much 
greater than that of the oth- 
er parent. The mother is 
always withthem. She fees 
them when their minds are 
differently affected. She can 
improve the fitteft occafion 
for pouring the light of di- 
vine truth on the tender 
mind. Her dodtrine may drop 
asthe rain: her fpeech diftil 
as the dew. 

Befides ; pious women 
may do much for Chrift a- 
mong their neighbours and 
acquaintance, notonly by the 
general Juftre of an amiable 
chriftian carriage, but by 
welltimed religious conver- 
fation. The woman of Sa- 
maria fpake of Chrift, not 
in a publick aflembly, but to 
fome, whom fhe faw. Why 
fhould female chriftians de- 
lire to aét ina more publick 
capacity ? Why fhould they 
with to take on them the of- 
fice of publick inftructors, or 
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lead in the devotion of men. 
Why fhould they afk the lib. 
erty of praying before fam- 
ilies or aflemblies, compofed 
in part of male members? 
If, my good mothers and fif- 
ters, you really are in a 
devout frame, why not ex- 
prefs your devotion in fe- 
cret ? Where is the necefli- 
ty of your being heard ? 
Why mutt your voice be lift- 
edup on high? Examine 
clofely ; is there not in this - 
fomething of vain glory and 


{piritual pride ? Are you cer- — 


tain that this defire to be 
heard praying is acceptable to 
him, whofe delight is with 
the broken, contrite heart, 
and has taught us to efteem 
others better than ourfelves? 
I offer no reproach : I fpeak 
as unto wife women; let 
them judge what I fay. 
LEIGHTON. 


For the Magazine. 


REMARKS ON MICAIAH’S VISION 
I. KINGS xx1l. 19—23, 


I faw the Lord fitting on his throne, 
and all the hofts of heaven ftanding by 
him, on his right hand and on his left. 
And the Lord faid, Who Jball perfuade 
Ahab, that he may go up and fall at 
Ramoth-Gilead ? And one faid on this 
manner, and another faid on that man- 


ner. nd there came forth a {pirit and 


Stood before the Lord ; and faid, I wil 


perfuade him. And the Lord faid uns - 
to him, Wher: with? And he faid, I 
willgo forth and I willbe alying /pirit, in 
the mouth of all his proph:ts. And he 
Said, thou fhall perfuade him, and pres 
vail alle. Ge forth and do fa. New 
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64 Remarks on the Vifion of Micaiab. 


therefore behold the Lord hath put a 
lying [pirit in the mouth of all thefe thy 
prophets, and the Lord hath fpoken evil 


eoncerning thee. 


Tuese are the words of 
the prophet Micaiah, when 
he was confulted by Ahab, 
on the expediency of mak- 
ing war on Ramoth-Gilead : 
the meaning of which we 
conceive to be nothing more 
than if he had faid, ** Ihave 
been fhown in a vifion, that 
the Lord hath fuffered the 
falie prophets to deceive A- 
hab to his own ruin.’’ 

In order to prove this, it 
may be obferved, That fuch 
fcenes as here defcribed could 
not have had a real exiftence. 
I faw the Lord, faith the 
prophet. But our Saviour 
fays, (John 1. 18) No man 
hath feen God at any time. He 
is called by the apoftle the in- 
vifible God. (Col. i. 15) The 
King eternal, immortal, invifible. 

Further. The Lord took 
counfel. Who foall perfuade 
Ahab? There were many 
advifers, but they were of 
different opinions ; One faid 
on this manner, and another 
faid on that manner. Could 
fueh a fcene literally have 
taken place in the court of 
Jehovah ? 

And there came forth a fpir- 
it and ftood before the Lord, and 
faid, Iwill perfuade him. I 
will go forth and be a lying 
Spirit in the mouth of his proph- 
ets. What could be the 


moral charaéter of this fpirit? 
If it were good, would he of- 
fer to become a /ying /pirit ? 
If it were bad, how came he 
fo nigh the Almighty, and 
fo ready to execute his pur- 
pofes ? 

He (i.e. God) faid, thou 
Shalt perfuade and prevail alfa: 
goand do fo. According to 
the opinion of all men, this, 
if literally taken, would be 
inconfiftent with the divine 
character. Eventhofe, who 
teach, that God ftands by 
and movesmen to fin, would 
by no means allow, that he 
commands men tofin. And, 
if it would not be confiftent 
with the divine character to 
command men tofin, it would 
not be confiftent with the 
fame character to command 
other beings to fin. If it be 
certain, that a good angel 
would notlie; it isequally cer- 
tain, that an holy God would 
not command an angel to lie. 

From this review, does it 
not clearly appear, that the 
reprefentation is not of 
things, which really took 
place, but of a fcene which 
pafled in the prophet’s mind? 
But you fay, Micaiah’s words 
are plain, J faw the Lord :—I 
faw the hoft of heaven: Ifaw 
the lying fpirit. What right 
have we toqueftionthe words 
of atrue prophet? I reply, 
The prophet’s words, in the 
fenfe, in’ which he meant 
them, are not to be queftion- 








ed. He had fuch a fcene 
reprefented to him in vifion 
as he defcribes ; and_it coh- 
veyedtohim this intelligence, 
that God would fuffer the 
falfe prophets to deceive A- 
hab to his ruin. Can we 
fuppofe, that . our bleffed 
Lord’s veracity is not to be 
maintained, unlefs the para- 
ble of Dives and Lazarus 
were a literal reprefentation 
of faéts ? Such reprefentation 
it could not be: for Dives is 
{poken of, as having bodily 
member, eyes, tongue, ee. 
at the fame time, when he 
had brethen on earth. Yet 
men have not bodily mem- 
bers before the refurrection ; 
nor have they brethren on 
earth afterwards. Yet the 
great object of that moft a- 
larming parable is equally 
plain and important. 

Had fome of the events 
defcribed in our Saviour’s 
parables been feen in vifion, 
the vifion would have been 
like that of Micaiah. Let 
us take, for inftance, “ the 
parable of the fower.” If 
a prophet had feen in vifion 
a hufbandman going forth 
to fow his feed ; if e had 
feen fome fall by the way 
fide; fome on ftony places ; 
fome among thorns ; and 
fome on good ground. If, 
moreover, he had. feen the 
firft devoured by birds—the 
fecond, while in the tender 
blade, fcorched by the fun— 
I 


thé third choked by thorns - 


—and the laft yielding abun- 
dant fruit, the *vifion would, 
in kind, have correfponded 
with the vifion we are exam: 
ining. The vifion of the 
fower would have reprefent- 
ed the different effects, which 
a preached word produces 
in different perfons ; as the 
vifion of Micaiah reprefents 
the deluding of Ahab by the 
falfe prophets, together With 
the confequences of it. 


«JULIUS, 
Ss 


MESSRS. EDITORS, 
In the prefent day of infi 





Be ay ee) : at v et 
and ssiligina, when of sly 


enthufiafm combine their diffimilar 
energies to deftroy rational and e- 


vangelical devotion, may it not be’ 


of fervicte to the caufe, which your 
Magazine advocates, to defcribe the 
nature of true devotion, to fhow its 


reafonablenefs and importance, and , 


its influence upon the happinefs of 
life ? The followi ing extracts from a 
celebrated modern writer, are fub= 
mitted to your decifion. If they 
fhould meet your approbation, or 
have any effect in correcting the mif- 
takes of the ferious, or of confirmin 

and increafing the devotion of the 
pious, my labour in tranfcribing 


will be abundantly compenfated.— 
Your well-wither; A. Z. 


ON DEVOTION: 

DevorTion is the lively ex: 
ercife of thofe affections; 
which we owe to the Su- 
pee Being. It compre= 
ends feveral emotions of 
the heart, which all termin- 
ate upon the fame great ob- 


ject. The chief of them 


¥, Soe {ke 
; cee 
_ iz > o 
nn ae ae 
sett. 
é 


; witwat ‘ . 
Seer ar te mere Se ie er 

































66 


are, ‘veneration, gratitude, 
defire and refignation. 
Devotion originates in a 
profound veneration of God. 
By veneration, I underftand 
an affection compounded of 
awe and love; the affection, 
which, of all others, it beft 
becomes ereatures to bear 
towards their infinitely per- 
fect Creator. Awe is the 
firft fentimentthat rifes inthe 
foul, at the view of his great- 
nefs. But in the heart of a 
devout man it is a folemn 
and elevating, not a dejecting 
emotion ; for he glows, 
rather than trembles, in the 
divine prefence. It is not 


the fuperftitious dread of un- 
known power, but the hom- 
age yielded by the heart to 


him, who is at once the 
ereateft and the beft of Be- 
ings. Omnipotence, viewed 
alone, would be a formidable 
object. But, confidered in 
conjunction with the moral 
perfections of the divine na- 
ture, it ferves to heighten 
devotion. Goodnefs affects 
~ the heart with double energy 
when refiding in one fo ex- 
alted. The goodnefs, which 
we adore in him, is not like 
that, whichiscommonamong 
men, a weak, mutable, un- 
difcerning fondneds, ill qual- 
ified to be the ground of af- 
fured truit. It is the good- 
nefs of a perfect’ Governor, 
acting upon a regular exten- 
five plan ; a fteady principle 


On Devotions 


of benevolence, conducted 
by wifdom; which, fubjec& 
to no variablene/s or fhadow 
of turning, free from all par- 
tiality and caprice, ‘incapable 
of being either foothed by 
flattery, or ruffied by refent- 
ment, refembles, in its calm 
and equal luftre, the eternal 
ferenity of the higheft heav- 
ens. Thy mercy,O Lord ! is 
in the heavens, and thy faithful- 
nefs reacheth unto the clouds, 
thy righteoufnefs is like the great 
mountains, and thy judgments 
are agreat depth. 

Such are the conceptions 
of the great God, which fill 
with veneration the heart of 
a devout man. His venera- 
tion is not confined to acts of 
immediate worfhip. It ‘is 
the habitual temper of ‘his 
foul. Not only when en- 
gaged in prayer and praife, 
but in the filence of ‘retire- 
ment, and even amidft the 
occupations of the world, the 
Divine Being dwells upon 
his thoughts. No place and 
no object appear to him 
void of God. On the works 
of nature, he views the im- 
preflion of his hand; and 
in the actions of men he trac- 
es the operation of his Provi- 
dence. Whatever he beholds 
on earth, that is beautiful 
or fair, that is great or good, 
he refers to God, as to the fu- 
preme origin of all the ex- 
cellence, which is f{cattered 
throughout his works. From 








thefe effects he rifes to the 
firft caufe. From thefe 
ftreams, he afcends to the 
fountain, whence they flow. 
By thefe rays, he is led to 
the eternal fource of light, 
in which they centre. 

Sincere gratitude to God, 
for all his benefits, is another 
effential branch and exercife 
of devotion. This is a warm- 
er emotion than fimple ven- 
eration. Veneration looks 
up to the Deity, as he is in 
himfelf; gratitude regards 
what he is towards us.— 
When a devout man furveys 
this valt univerfe, where 
beauty and goodnefs are ev- 
ery where predominant ; 
when he reflects on thofe 
numberlefs multitudes of 
creatures, who, in their dif- 
ferent ftations,enjoy the blef- 
fings of exiftence ; and when 
at the fame time he looks 
up to an univerfal Father, 
who hath thus filled creation 
with life and happinefs, his 
heart glows within him. He 
adores that difinterefted 
goodnefs, which prompted 
the Almighty to raife, up fo 
many orders of intelligent 
beings, not that he might 
receive, but that he might 
give and impart; that he 
might pour forth himfelf, 
and communicate to the 
{pirits, which he formed, 
iome emanations of his felic- 
ity. 


The goodnefs of this Su- 
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preme Benefactor he grate- 
fully contemplates, as dif- 
played in his.own ftate. He 
reviews the events of his 
life ; and, in every comfort 
that has fweetened it, he dif- 
cerns the divine hand. Does 
he remember with affection 
the parents, under whofe 
care he grew up, and the 
companions, with whom he 
paffed his youthful life? Is 
he now happy, in his family 
rifing around him, in the 
{poufe, who loves him, or 
in the children, who give 
him comfort and joy ? Into 
every tender remembrance of 
the paft, and every pleafing 
enjoyment of the prefent;, 
devotion enters; for in all 
thofe beloved objects, it re- 
cognizes God. ‘The com- 
munication of love from 
heart to heart, isan effufion 


of his goodnefs. From his 


infpiration defcends all the 
friendfhip, which ever glow- 
ed on earth; and therefore 
to him it juftly returns in 
gratitude, and terminates on 
him. , 
But this life, with all its 
interefts, is but a {mall part 
of human exiftence. A de- 
vout man looks forward to 
immortality, and difcovers 
{till higher fubjects of grati- 
tude. Heviews himfelf as 
a guilty creature, whom di- 
vine benignity has received 
into grace; whofe forfeited 
hopes it has reftored ; and to 
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whom it has opened the 
moft glorious profpects of fu- 
ture felicity. Such generof- 
ity, fhewn to the fallen and 
miferable, i is yet more affect- 
ing to the heart than favours 
conferred on the the inno- 
cent. He contemplates, with 
aftonifhment, the labours of 
the Son of God, in accom- 
plifhin gredemption for men; 
and his foul overflows with 
thankfulnefs to him, who /ov- 
ed us, and wafhed us from our 
fins in his own hlood.—What 
Shall Irender to the Lord for 
all bis benefits ? Blefs the Lord, 
O my foul ! and all that is with- 
in me, bles his holy name ; who 


Sorgiveth all thine iniquities, 


‘and healeth all thy difeafes ; 
who redeemeth thy life from de- 


ftruction, and crowneth thee 


‘with loving kindnefs, and with 
tender mercies. 
Devotion, as including de- 


Jfireand refignation, will be the 


fubject of the next number. 


—— ee 
—— - - 


A FRAGMENT. 


Meffrs. Editors, 
{r the following thoughts have 
importance enough to entitle them 
toa place in your Magazine, you 


are at liberty to infert them. * 
me A. Z 


In this dying world, whofe 
mind has not fometimes been 
exercifed with thoughts in- 
volving refleGtions upon the 
wifdom and goodnefs of 
Providence, in calling away 
by death, not only perfons 
sf eminent ufefulnefs, in the 


-- 


full tide of their improve, 
ment and value, but in tak- 
ing away children and young 
perfons, before they have 
acted any decided part 
in life? But will not our 
fecond thoughts, and a nears. 
er view of the fubject, difpofe 
us, not only to afcribe right- 
eoufnefs to our Maker, but 
to adore his grace and good- 
nefs in this arrangement ? 
It is the uncertainty of the 
time when death will arreft 
us, that renders it eminent- 
ly fubfervient to moral and 
firitwal purpofes ; and it is 
the depth of the wound, giv- 
en by the death of friends, 
that renders the ftroke prof- 
itable to the fouls of furviv- 
ors. If none were to dic till 
they arrived at middle life or 
old age, would not youth be 
fpent in more prefumption 
and wickednefs than it now 
is ? Would not habits of vice 
and folly be formed, which 
would be utterly incurable ? 4 
If we were to lofe none of 
our children in their infan- 
cy or childhood, fhould we 
be fo careful to devote them 
to Ged, to train them up in 
his fear’ and admonition, or 
{o anxious to obtain for them 
covenant bleffings ! ? If none, 
on whom we are dependant, 
or to whom we look for 
fuccour, were, to die, till our 
dependance was withdrawn 
from them, or we had accuf- 
tomed ourfelves to live with. 








gut them, how feeble would 
be the power of their death 
to anfwer any moral or fpir- 
itual purpofe ! Let us never 
cenfure the divine difpenfa- 
tions. 6OD IS THE ROCK} 


HIS WORK IS PERFECT. 


Tue atteftations of men of moft 
diftinguifhed talents and extenfive 
erudition, to the divinity of the fcrip- 
tures, ftrengthen the caufe of relig- 
ion, tend to confirm the faith of chrif- 
tians, and to the advancement of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom. For this 
purpofe fome felections from the 
memoirs of Sir Wittiam Jones 
are introduced for the perufal of the 
readers of the Pifcataqua Evangel- 
ical Magazine. : 

Sir William Jones was born in 
England. His father, who was a 
man eminent for his improvement in 
mathematicks and philofophy, died 
when this fon was but three years 
old. It devolved upon his mother 
to dire& the early part of his educa- 
tion, and in this he was very fortue 
nate. His publick education he re- 
ceived at the univerfity at Oxford. 
Although his improvement in almoft 
every branch of {eience was remark, 
able, yet he difcovered an early par- 
tiality for oriental literature ; and 
was able, before he left the univerifi- 
ty, to read and write the Hebrew 
and Arabick languages with great 
accuracy. His profeffional ftudy 
was law. When he was 37 years 
of age he was appointed judge of 
the fupreme court at Bengal, in 
Eaft India. This appointment in- 
creafed his ardent defire of an accu- 
rate knowledge of the eaftern lan- 
guages; and before his death, which 
took place in the 47th year of his 
age, he had ftudied 28 different lan- 
guages. Eight critically; eight 
lefs critically ; and twelve more, fo 
that he was able to read them with 


the help of <idtionarics, It is vez 
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corded of him, that his improvement 
in oriental literature was greater 
than that of any other European. 


SELECTIONS RELATIVE TO THE 
RELIGIOUS OPINIONS OF SIR 
WILLIAM FONES. 


Tue ferious reader has 
probably remarked, that, a- 
midft the attention of Mr. . 
Jones to general literature, 
religion has not been men- 
tioned as an object of his 
ftudy ; and he may be folic- 
itous to know his opinions 
on this important fubject, 
and whether he, had made 
any, and what progrefs in 
that knowledge, in compdr- 
ifon of which, all erudition 
is trifling, and human {ci- 
ence vain. Notwithftanding 
the anxiety of Mrs. Jones 
for the improvement of her 
fon, and her indefatigable 
exertions to promote it in 
his early years, fhe had ini- 
tiated him no further in the 
principles of our holy faith, 
than toteach him the Lord’s 
prayer and apoftle’s creed. 
During his refidence at Har- 
row, at the earneft recom- 
mendation of Dr. Glaffe, 


wh@ié name I mention with 
reverence, Mr. Jones was in- 
duced to fea work, in- 


titled, ‘* Private thoughts on 
Religion,” by bifhop Bever- 
idge, with confiderable at~ 
tention ; and he was partic: 
ularly {truck with a paflage, 


in which the pious author 


argues, thata profeflion of 


* 
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chriftianity, merely becaufe 
our countrymen profefs it, 
without a candid enquiry 
and fincereconviction, would 
be no better reafon for our 
faith than the Mahomme- 
dans have for theirs. 

I with, for my own fatis- 
faction, as well as that of my 
reader, that I were abletopro- 
nounce what impreflion the 
perufal of this work made 
upon the mind of Mr. Jones. 
It is probable, and the pre- 
fumption is not advanced 
without reafon, that it induc- 
ed him to reflect with more 
ferioufnefs than he had ever 
before entertained on the 
fubject of religion, and to 
inveiligate the ground, on 
which the old and new tefta- 
ment had been received 
during fo many ages as the 
word of God. Itis evident 
however, from a converfa- 
tion with two of his clerical 


friends at Harrow, at this 


time, when he was in his 
twenty-fourth year, that his 
belief in chriftianity was not 
unmixed with doubts. Thefe 
doubts were ftated by him, 
in hopes of obtaining a folu- 
tion of them ; but being dif- 
appointed, he declared his 
determination to perufe the 
whole of the f{criptures in the 
original, uninterruptedly, 
that he might beenabled to 
forma correct judgment of 
the connexion between the 
two parts, and of their evi- 


dence both internal and ex- 
ternal. ‘The expofition of 
his doubts to thofe, whom 
he thought qualified to folve 
them, was a proof of his 
anxicty to know the truth ; 
andthe determination, which 
he formed in confequence of 
his difappointment, is no lefs 
a proof of his fincerity in the 
fearch of it. I cannot deny 
myfelf the fatisfaction of an- 
ticipating the conclufion, to 
which his inveftigation led; 
a firm belief in the authentic. 
ity and infpiration of the ho- 
ly {criptures. 

In a Hebrew copy of the 
book of Hofea, I find a feries 
of propofitions in the hand- 
writing of Mr. Jones, con- 
taining the fketch of a dem- 
onitration of the divine au- 
thority of the chriftian re- 
ligion. Thefe propofitions 
appear to have been written 
near the period of the pre- 
ceding converfation at Har. 
row. They are not exprefl- 
ed with fuch accuracy, or el- 
egance, as to juftify a fuppo- 
fition that they were intend- 
ed to be made publick ; but 
as I know that he always 
confidered the demonftration 
contained in them fatisfacto- 
ry, | exhibit them as evi- 
dence of his early conviction 
of the truth and completion 
of the prophecies refpecting 
our Saviour. 

PROPOSITION I. | 

There is as much reafon to 















believe, that the writings of 
Ifaiah andthe Hebrew proph- 
ets, as that thofe of Homer 
and the Greek poets, are 
more ancient than the time 
of Jefus. 

Objection ——Some men 
might have an intereft in 
forging Ifaiah. 

Anjwer.—Forged writings 
would have been more in 
point. ‘Thofe of Haiah bear 
no marks of forgery; and 
the Jews themfelves, who 
were puzzled by them, ac- 
knowledged their antiquity. 

PROP. Il. 

Thefe ancient writings, 
efpecially Ifaiah, allude to 
fome great event, and to 
fome real extraordinary per- 
fon, ** who was put to death 
and complained not,” &c. 
Ha. liii. : 

PROP. III. : 

The life and death of Je- 
fus, his virtues and doétrines, 
though not his miracles, are 
as much to be believed as 
the life and death of Socra- 
tes, his virtues and his doc- 
trine. 

- PROP. IV. 

No perfon in the hiftory of 
the Jews, before or after Je- 
fus, coineides with this ac- 
count, except Jefus. 

Therefore Jefus was the 
fubject of their writings, 
which are confequently in- 
{pired, and he a perfon of 
an extraordinary nature,that 


is, the Mefliah. 
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If this be juft reafoning, 
we may believe his miracles, 
and muft obey his laws. 

If difficulties occur, and 
we are afked, “how they 
can be folved ?’ We may 
fafely anfwer, “We do not 
know ;” yet may truly 
be, and juftly be called, chrif- 
tians. : 

To, thefe propofitions the 
following note is fubjoined ? 
‘What muft be the impor- 
tance of a book,” of which 
it may be truly faid, “ If 
this book be not true, the 
religion which we profefs is 
falfe ?”” 

Mr. Jones’ thoughts and 
attention were not confined 
to the perifhable things of 
this world only ; and what 
was the fubject of his medi- 
tations in health was more 
forcibly imprefled upon his 
mind during illnefs. He 
knew the duty of refignation 
to the will of his Maker, 
and of dependance on the 
merits of a Redeemer; and 
I find thefe fentiments ex- 


prefled in a fhort prayer, 


which he compofed during 
his indifpofition, in Septem- 
ber, 1784, and which I here 
infert. . 

“ O thou beftower of alf 
good! if it pleafe thee to 
continue my eafy tafks in 
this life, grant me ftrength 
to perform them as a faith- 
ful fervant; butif thy wif- 
dom hath willed to end them 
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emer tion . 
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by this thy vifitation, admit 
me, not weighing my unwor- 
thinefs, but through thy 
mercy declared in Chritt, in- 
to thy heavenly manfions, 
that I may continually ad- 
vance in happinefs by ad- 
vancing in true knowledge 
and awful love of thee. Thy 
will be done !” 

I quote with particular 
fatisfaction this fhort but de- 
cifive teftimony of the relig- 
ious principles of Sir William 
Jones; among many addi- 
tional proofs, which might 
be given of them, is the fol- 
lowing fhort prayer, com- 
pofed on waking, July 27, 
1783, at fea; alfo copied from 
his own writing. 

“ Graciouflly accept our 
thanks, thou giver of all 
good, for having preferved 
us another night, and _ be- 
ftowed on us another day. 
O grant that on this day we 
may meditate on thy law 
with joyful veneration, and 
keep it in all our actions, 
with firm obedience |” 

Minute circumftances fre- 
quently tend to mark and 
develope character. As a 
further inftance of this ob- 
fervation, however trifling 
it may appear, the applica- 
tion by Sir William Jones to 
himfelf of two lines of Mil- 
ton, in his own writing, un- 
der a card with his printed 
name,in addition to more 
fubftantial proofs, may be 
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quoted in evidence of his 


habitual frame of mind: 

Not wandering poor, but trufting 
all his wealth 

With God, whe call’d him to a land 


unknown, 

On another fcrap of paper 
the following lines appear. 
They were written by him 
in India; but at what period 
is not known, nor, indeed, 


of any confequence. 
SIR EDWARD COKE. 
Six hours in fleep, in law’s grave ftu- 
dy fix, 
Four fpent in prayer—the reft on 
nature fix. 


RATHER, 
Six hours to law, to foothing flum? 
ber feven, . 
Ten to the world allot, and all td 
heaven. 


(To be continued.) 


} | 
For the Magazine. 


THE RELIGIOUS EXERCISES OF A 
PIOUS WOMAN IN NEW-HAMP=- 
SHIRE. 


Ever fince I became capa- 
ble of reflection, two things 
have appeared to me alto- 
gether certain. One was; 
that it was utterly impofli- 
ble that fuch a finner as I 
knew myfelf to be could ev- 
er bea real chriftian, without 
an experience of the renew- 
ing and fanétifying grace of 
God. The other was, that 
unlefs I fhould become a real 
chriftian, 1 could not poflibly 
enjoy pure or lafting happi- 
nefs, either in time or in e- 
ternity. But though thefe 
things were always plain te 














me, yet my mind was un- 
happily diverted from {pirit- 
ual and eternal realities, by 
the levity of youth, the dif- 
tractions of the world, and 
the temptations of Satan. 
And thus my mind would 
ftill have been diverted, had 
not the ever bleffed Spirit of 
God, the author of religion 
in the foul, concurred with 
the divine providence and 
word, and fo arrefted my at- 
tention, awakened my con- 
fcience and penetrated my 
heart. 

Before the commencement 
of the late revival of religion, 
with which we have been 
favoured, I received accounts 
of the folemn awakening 
and the hopeful converfion 
of a dear filter in a diftant 
part of the ftate. I knew 
not indeed what converfion 
was; but I was perfuaded it 
was a glorious, an indif- 
penfable and all important 
reality. I was, moreover, 
affured that I muft know its 
nature, by heart-felt experi- 
ence, or be loft forever. Un- 
der impreflive convictions of 
this folemn,this facred truth, 
I became the fubject of deep 
anxiety and concern. And 
wherever I went, I carried 
with me a wounded fpirit ; 
exercifed with trouble and 
diftrefs. Alarmed for my 
precious but endangered 
foul, I was conftrained al- 
mo unceafingly to cry 
K 
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unto God for his mercy. 

The commencement and 
progrefs of the religious ap- 
pearances in this neighbour- 
hood, four years ago, ferved 
very greatly to increafe my 
anxiety and concern. And 
every mean I tried for 
relief feemed to faften yet 
more deeply in my heart the 
barbed arrows of conviétion. 
IfI attended the preaching 
of the word, every fentence 
feemed to be dire¢ted to me 
alone. If I read the bible, 
itsawful and alarming threat- 
enings appeared to be point- 
ed againft me. And though 
facred, precious promifes oc- 
curred, there was not one of 
them, which I could believe 
belonged to me. Without 
intereft in the pardoning 


mercy of God, and the fanc- 


tifying grace of Jefus Chrift,,-. 


I faw { was utterly and for- 
ever undone. In this anx- 
ious ftate, I often retired to 
plead for mercy ; 


but fuc 
was, frequently, my fenig-of- _ 
fin and guilt, that I dare not. *~ 


lift an eye to God; I could 
not utter a cry for mercy ; 
I feared that God, the fin 
hating God, would let his 
juttice take its courfe againft 
me, and crufh me beneath 
its awful weight forever. In- 
fupportable as the idea was, 
I clearly faw that, fhould God 
forever caft me off, and doom 
me to remedilefSs woe, he 
would do me no wrong—his 


‘ 









































truth and juftice would be 
unfpotted—my own guilty 
confcience, and every ra- 
tional creature muft acknowl- 
edge the righteoufnefs of 
God. But oh! to be an out- 
caft from God ; to be reject- 
ed by the very mercy, which 


_T had fo often flighted ;—my 


heart funk within me at the 
thought. I could not endure 
the idea. In fuch views and 
exercifes I pafled many an 
anxious day, and many a 
wakeful, wearifome hour, 
in which others enjoyed un- 
difturbed fleep. Hours and 
days, in which my inmoft 
foul was penetrated with all 
that is affecting in that a- 
larming fentence: The bar- 
veft is paft, the fummer is end- 
ed, and we are not faved. 

But in the moment of ex- 
treme diftrefs, when I was, 
as it were, fufpended between 
heaven and hell—and tremb- 
ling betwixt hope and def- 
pair, I took up my pfalm- 
book, and opening it, the 
gsth hymn of the 2d book 
engaged my attention. I 
read ; Ipaufed; [read again. 
And O, thought I, for whom 
did the dear, the precious 
Redeemer endure“ the pangs 
of fmarting pain?’ For 
whole fake did he content 
thus to be tortured on the 
crofs ? For whom did he thus 
bleed and die? Was it for 
{inners depraved, defiled and 
ruined like me? Was it for 


94 Religious Exercifes of a pious Woman in New-Hamp/bire. 


thee,O my finful, euilty foul? 
Yes, the word of God aflur- 
ed me that the all-gracious 
Redeemer died, The juft for 
the unjuft, that he might bring 
us to God. It told me that 
Jefus is able to fave them to the 
uttermoft, who come unto God 
by him: and that whofoever 
cometh unto him he will in na 
wife caft of. felt a proof, 
an evidence of this, which I 
never realized before. I faw 
a glory in the gofpel fcheme, 
which till now was utterly 
unknown to me. _ I difcov- 
ered new dignity and glory 
in Jefus Chrift. I was im- 
prefled with a view of his in- 
finite majefty and mercy. 
And vile, and odious, and ill 
deferving as I was, I could 
no oe doubt whether it 
was fafe to venture my all 
upon him, as my only and 
all fufficient Saviour. No; 
it was impoflible to doubt. 
I was aflured that even the 
chief of finners muft be fafe 
in coming to God by faith 
and repentance, inthe name 
of Jefus Chrift. And O,the 
mercy of God! O the grace 
of Jefus ! What condefcen- 
fon; what compaffion ; 
what unmerited love! My 
heart was full; my thoughts 
far outran my utterance. [ 
was ftruck with filent admi- 
ration. Bending on the 
knees of my finful body, I 
tried to pour out my foul to 
God. But was able only to 











repeat the angelic exclama- 


tion—Glory to God in the high- 
e#—Glory to God in the high- 
oft. 

Light, and peace, and hope 
now {miled on my foul. Old 
things I thought had pafled 
away. I am {ure all things 
appeared new to me. God 
was infinitely glorious. Je- 
fus Chrift was infinitely prec- 
ious ; and the Bible appear- 
ed really new. JI found the 
word of God and did eat it, and 
it was fweet to my tafte. 

From this time I found 
much fatisfaction in religion; 
though I had feafons of trial, 
of doubt and fear. And God, 
in his awful but holy prov- 
idence, was pleafed to lay on 
me a forely afflictive and be- 
reaving ftroke. The fenfa- 
tions, which accompanied 
and followedthat heart rend- 
ing blow, I cannot now def- 
cribe. O that God would cov- 
er with the veil of pardoning 
love the finful wanderings, 
the ungrateful reflections, 
the repining thoughts of my 
wounded, bleeding heart ! 
I blufh to think how I mur- 
mured againit heaven. I de- 
fire to be humbled at the 
feet of the fupreme Majefty, 
and to confefs, with , BS 
and forraw, the ingratitude 
and folly of my rebellious 
heart. I defire to adore the 
God, who pardons fin, and 
who has, I think, manifefted 
anew his forgiving mercy to 
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me. O, what a debtor to 
divine grace! Sincere difci- 
ciple of Jefus ; help me to of- 
fer unceafing thank{fgivings 
to God, who has, I truft, re- 
claimed his poor wandering 


child; revifited and refrefhed | 


her foul with his grace.— 


Pray for me, ye dear people 


of God, that J may be kept by 
the power of God, through faith, 
unto eternal falvation. 


(Signed) 
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MATTHEW xxvl. 45. Sleep 
on now, and take your reft. 
The original will admit, and 
the fenfe yequires, that it be 
rendered, /leep afterwards, 
or hereafter. ‘Tais rendering 
feems neceflary from the 
next verfe. For our Lord 
would hardly fay, /fleep on 


now ; and then, in the fame . 


breath, as it were, bid them 
rife or roufe up, and act with 
firmnefs and conftancy ;— 
which appears to be the 
meaning of the original ; as 
ifhe had faid, there is no 
time for fleeping now; _ de- 
hold the heur is at hand, and 
the Son of Man is betrayed in- 
to the hands of finners ; roufe 
up, and let us behave with 
refolution and fortitude ; for 
he that betrayeth me is juft 
at hand. The words may 
be read with an interro- 
gation; Do ye fill flecp and 
take your reft? and be con- 


fidered a fharp reproof. 
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Jamesi. 25. The perfect 
law of liberty. The gofpel is 
called the perfect law, to dif- 
tinguifh it from the law of 
Mofes, which made no man 
ee either “in refpect of 

olinefs, or of pardon. He- 
brews vil. 19. Whereas the 
gofpel makes men perfect in 
both. 

The gofpel is called the 
Jaw of liberty. 1. Becaufe it 
delivers men from the flave- 
ry of their lufts, and reftores 
the dominion of reafon and 
conicience in their minds, 





Religious Intelligence. 


which istrueliberty. 2. Be- 
cauwte it has freed the Jews 
from the law of Mofes, which 
was a yoke of bondage they 
were not abletobear. 3. Be- 
caufe it delivers all true be- 
lievers from the punifhment 
of fin. 4. Becaufe it aflures 
us that all men are on a 
level, and equally entitled to 
the privileges of the gofpel. 
5. Becaufe it forbids the ac- 
ceptance of perfons in judg- 
ment, 
TEXTUARIUS. 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FROM ASIA- 
MISSION TO KARASS. 


In May, 1805, the Edinburgh 
Miffionary Society fet apart four 
young men, viz. John Mitchell, Rob- 
ert Pinkerton, George Macalpine and 
James Galloway, to join the miffion 
among the Tartars, in the neigh 
bourhood of Mount Caucafus. They 
failed immediately for Ruffia... The 
two firft of thefe young men were 
educated at the expenfe of the Soci» 
ety, and through the kindnefs of a 
member, who refided in Ruffia, were 
inftructed in the Ruffian language ; 
which will enable them to pafs 
through the Empire without the aid 
of an interpreter. They have alfo 
been taught the art of printing, and 
have carried with them a printing 
prefs, anda font of Arabic types, 
which is the charaéter ufed in the 
por where they expe@t to refide. 
Mr. Brunton, themiflionary, who has 
fer fome time  refided at Mount 
Caucafus, has fent home an Arabic 


tract ; being an addrefs to'a Mufful. 
man, on the fubjeét of religion, in- 
tended to expofe the abfurdities of 
the Koran, and the wickednefs of 
Mahomet. ‘This tract has been re- 
printed in London. [Jnferted in the 
Panoplift, from the Evan. Magazine. ] 


The Chriftian Obferver gives the 
following account of a Mrs. Paterfon, 
who was aiding to the Miffion at 
Karafs, but who died at Georghieofk. 
Her conftitution had been much im- 
paired while fhe was at Karafs. The 
fever and ague had brought her fait 
down, and onthe $d of October fhe 
departed this life. 

We were permitted to carry her 
corpfe to Karafs, and faw itdecently | 
depofited in our own burying ground. . 
The people of the village were much 
affected, and many of them fhed tears 
on the occafion. J/fam Gerry, the 
Sultan, wept much. Her death is 
a great lofs tothe Miffion. No perfony 
could be more interefled in its fuccefs 


than fhe. She was fingularly ufeful 

















among us, in various refpects. She 
kept the two Circaffiaa boys, whom 
we ranfomed, and took as great care 
of them, and feemed to have as much 
pleafure in them, as if they had 
been her own children. She was 
poffeffed of avery fuperiour under- 
ftanding ; and had an uncommon 
talent for learning languages, Befides 
the Tartar, which fhe fpoke fluently, 
fhe underftood the Kabardian lan- 
guages’ which is very difficult to be 
learnt) better than any of us. She 
bore her trouble with the greateft 
patience. Nothing like a murmur 
was heard from her lips. Her con- 
cern for the fuccefs of our miflion 
continued to the laft. Her love to 
her Saviour and her zeal for the ad- 
vancement of his kingdom increafed, 
as that event approached, that was 
to remove her to his preferice. She 
exprefled the firmeft reliance on his 
atoning blood, and died in the affur- 
ance of being happy with him forever. 
Now, we doubt not, fhe is before the 
throne of God, rejoicing with thofe, 
who hazarded their lives for the name of 
the Lord Jefus Chriff 3 not regret- 
ting the hardfhips, which fhe met in 
his fervice, but praifing him, that /he 
was counted worthy to fuffer for his 
names — 
FROM ENGLAND. 
WELCH BIBLE. 

It is with cordial fatisfaétion, that 
we inform our readers, that The So- 
ciety fommpramoting Chriftian Knowl. 
edge have’refolved to print, without 
delaygaan i of the Welch Bible, 
with the tfual marginal references, 
and with the common prayer prefix 
ed. Thefeare to be diftributed, bound, 


by the Society, at little more than a. 
J Ys. 







* 


third part of the original coft. The* 


thanks of all, who defire the promo- 
tion of the beft‘interetts of mankind, 
are due to this evenerable Society, 
tor fo truly a beievolent, appropria- 
tion ‘of their funds; which, we are 
happy to find, have been largely in- 
creafed by fome recent bequeits. 
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YAMAICA. 

An a& was pafled, fome time ago, 
by the Jamaica Legiflature, intend- 
ed by fevere penalties to prevent mif- 
fionaries from inftru€ting the negro 
flaves in the truths of chriftianity. 
This act has been difallowed by the 
king and council, as at variance with 
the principles of the Britifh conftitu- 
tion ; and the draft of a bill more 
confonant with thofe principles, but 
calculated to meet the evil complain- 
ed of, was drawn up in this country, 
and fent out under his majefty’s fance 
tion. The affembly of Jamaica, 
however, have refufed to entertain 
the propofed meafure on the ground, 
that any fuch propofition is a viola- 
tion of their legiflative rights: and 
the former aé& being annulled, the 


miffionaries are again at liberty to 


purfue their benevolent labours ae 
mong the flaves. [Chris. Obferver.] 


Extra® of akitter froma fudnt in 
divinity, belonging to Boflon, now 
in London, to a minifler of the gofe 
pel in Ma achufetts, dated, 

London, Scpt. 16, 1805, 
«There is now in Londen a cons 
verted Jew, by the name of Trey,* 
whom, doubtlefs, you have heard of, 
who is preaching the gofpel to his 
deluded countrymen, and with cone 
Siderable fuccefs. Many young Jews 

{teal from their rigid parents, at the 

hazav@ of their lives, to hear him 

preach. It is aftonifhing what pers 
fecution he and his followers meet 
with from their enraged countrymen. 

He i®ob! ed to be attended to his 

meeting b ~a guard. The angry 
Jews appear.to cry out with the fgiri 
of their fathers, crucify him¥? 
good people-here expect mué 

his exertions. He is anfan 1 

abilities and moit fervent piety? 


* In the Panoplaffy f we miftaken 
this name beging wh E, W hich “ts 


corre we know not. * 
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[From the report of the London Mij/- 


Jfronary Society. ] 
OTAHEITE. 


In the courfe of the laft year we 


‘ have received journals of the Miffion- 


aries at Otabheite, from O&. 1802, 
to April, 1503. ‘The civil war in 
that ifland, which had placed our 
brethren in a critical fituation, hav- 
ing been happily brought toa clofe, 
they were enabled to purfue the ob- 
jet of their miffion, without any 
moleftation. The brethren Jefferfon 
and Nott, afterwards, the brethren 
Bicknell and Wilfon, made a preach- 
ingtour through different partsof the 
ifland, and publifhed the glad tidings 
of falvation by Jefus Chrift to the 
natives; fome of whom gave them 
an attentive hearing, but the greater 
part treated their meffage with levity 
and difregard. 

The brethren firft mentioned had 
an opportunity in the courfe of their 


Anecdotes. 


journey, to addrefs nearly four thous 
fand adult perfons, which is proba- 
bly more than half the total inhabi-. 
tants of theifland: for by the ravages 
of war and difeafe, the miffionaries 
had reafon to conclude, that the ins 
habitants are reduced to the number 
of fix or feven thoufand fouls. | 
Their increafed acquaintance with 
the people has enabled them to dif. 
cover a dreadful degree of moral tur- 
pitude generally prevailing among 
them ; which has, no doubt, been 
much aggravated by the intercourfe 
of wicked Europeans. ‘Their prin~ 
cipal defire has been, by every means 
in their power, te procure fire arms 
and ammunition, for accumulating 
which they employ every opportu- 
nity that occurs : a circumftance by 
no means favourable to the miffiona- 
ries, who confole themfelves, howev- 
er, with this glorious truth, that The 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth, 





ORDINATION. 


Orvainep at New Boflon, (N. 
H.) February 26, the Rev. Ephraim 
P. Bradford, to the paftoral care of 
the Prefbyterian Church in that 
place. 

Fir prayer by the Rev. John 
Bruce, of Mont Vernon. 

Sermon by the Rev. Jefe Apple 


ton, of Hampton. 


Confecrating prayer by the Rev. 
Jeremiah Barnard, of Ambhertt. 

Charge by the Rev. William Mor- 
rifon, of Londonderry. 

Right Hand of Fellowfhip by 
the Rev. David M’ Gregore, of Bed- 
ford. 

Concluding prayer by the Rev. 
Mofes Bradford, of ¥ranceftown. 











ANECDOTES. 


Ia is related, that when a duke 
of Saxony and a good bifhop in Ger- 
many were at variance, the duke fent 
meflengers to fee what preparations 
the bifhop was making; who, on their 
return, told him, he was making no 
preparation at all.» The duke afked, 
What fays he then ? They replied, 
‘*« He fays, he will preach the gof- 


pel, vilit the fick, and be found in 
his duty ; and as for the war, he is 


refolved to commit the whole of it ta 
God.’”’? “ O then,” faid the duke, 
‘¢ if he be of that mind, let the devil 
wage war with him, if he will ; for 
I will not,” 

MORAL. 

Who is he that foall harm you, if y+ 
be followers of thai which is good ? 
When a man’s ways pleafe the Lord, 
he maketh even his enemies to be at peace 
with him. 














From @’ Arvieux’s travels through A» 
rabia. 

A poor Arabian of the defert, 
ignorant as moft of the Arabians are, 
was one day afked, How he came to 
be affured there was a God? “ In 
the fame way,” replied he, ‘ that I 
am able to tell, by the print impref- 
fed on the fand, whether it was a man 

or a beaft, which paffed that way.” 


From St. Pierre. 

In a time of war in Germany, a 
captain of cavalry was ordered out 
on a foraging party. He put him- 
felf at the head of his troop, and 
marched to the quarter afligned him. 
It was a folitary valley, in which 
hardly any thing but woods could be 
feen. In the midft of it flood a lit- 
tle cottage ; on perceiving it, he 
went up and knocked at the door ; 
out come an ancient Hernouten,* 
with a beard filvered by age. ‘ Fa- 
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field where I can fet my troopers a 
foraging.’’—* Prefently,”’replied the 
Hernouten. The good old man 
walked before and conduéted them 
out of the valley. After a quarter 
of an hour’s march, they found a 
fine field of barley. « There if the 
very thing we want,” faid the caps 
tain.—“ Have patience for a few 
minutes,” replied his guide, * you 
fhall be fatisfied.”” They went on, 
and at the distance of about a quars 
ter of a league farther, they arrived 
at another field of barley. 

The troop immediately difmount« 
ed cut down the grain, truffed it up 
and remounted. The officer upon 
this faid to his condu@or, * Father, 
you have given yourfelf and us un- 
neceflary trouble ; the firft field was 
much better than this.” ‘ Very 
true Sir,” replied the good old man, 
‘“* but it was not mine.” 

* Hernouten. A name, which dee 


ther,”’ fays the officer, * fhew me a fignates a fe@ of Quakers in Germany. 


pa 


POETRY. 


For the Magazine. 
RELIGION. 


Axt finful joys are fugitive, 
They’re vain, and falfe, and flatt’- 
ring too ; 
The beft delights which they cangive 
Can only charm but to undo. 


Stay then, O man! nor madly fly 
Into the deep, the dread aby{fs 
Of fatal and enchanting joy ; 
O turn and feek celeftial blifs. 


Hark ! from her bright, her holy 
throne, 
Religion gently calls to thee ; 
She bids thee hear her voice alone, 


And bow to God th’ adoring knee. 


She bids thee run that arduous race, 
Where zeal and courage muit 
combine ; 
She proffers all the aids of grace, 
The light, the life, and itrength 


divine. 


Religion, like a facred fire, 
Glowing with an undying flame 
Urges her vot’ries to afpire, 


To boundlefs blifs and endlefs 


fame. 


Tho’ crowns and thrones in ruin lie, 
And ftars and moons and funs de- 
cay, 
Divine religion ne’er fhall die, 
Nor fhall her pleafures wafte away. 


Let but religion, O my God, -. 


Be thine all gracious gift to me 5 


My foul fhall rife to thine abode, 


And figh and pant for none’ but 


thee. 


All earth-born pleafures I'll refign, 
When e’er my Sovereign Lord 
fhall call ; 
Content that thou alone art mine, 
My God, my Jefus, and my all. 


FIDELIS. 
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For the Magazine. 
FROM *“* THE SABBATH—A POEM.’ 


O Scotrianp ! much I love thy 
tranquil dales ; 
But moft on fabbath eve, when low 
the fun 
Slants through the upland copfe, ’tis 
my delight, 
Wandering and ttopping oft, to hear 
the fong 
Of kindred praife arife from humble 
roofs ; 
Or when the fimple fervice ends, to 
hear 
The lifted latch, and mark the grey 
hair’d man, 
The father and the prieft walk forth 
alone 
Into his garden plat or little field, 
To commune with his God in fecret 
prayer ; 
To blefs the Lord, that in his down- 
ward years 
His children are about him: fweet 
meantime 
The thruh, that fings upon the aged 
~ thorn, 
Brings to his view the days of youth- 
ful years, 
When that fame aged thorn was*but 
a bufh. 
Nor is the contraft between youth 
and age 
To him a painful thought ; he joys 
to think 
Fis journey near a clofe ; heaven i¢ 
his home. 





More happy far that man, though 
bowed down, 

Though feeble be his gait, and dim 
his eye, 

Than they, the favourites of youth 
and health, 

Of riches and of fame, who have re« 


nounc’d 
The glorious promife of the life to 
come, 


Clinging to death. Or mark that 
female face, 

The faded picture of its former felf ; 

The garments coarfe but clean: Fre- 
quent at church, . 

I’ve noted fuch a one, feeble and pale, 

Yet ftanding with a look of mild 
content, 

Till beckon’d by fome kindly hand 
to fit. 

She had feen better days ; there was 
a time 

Her hands could earn her bread, and 
freely give 

To thofe, who were in want ; but 
now old age 

And lingering difeafe have made her 
helplefs. 

Yet is fhe happy; aye, and fhe is 
wife, 

(Philofophers may fneer, and ped- 
ants frown, ) 

Although her Bible be her only 
book ; 

And fhe is rich, although her only 
wealth 

Be recollection of a well fpent life ; 

Be expectation of the life to come.” 


OS TE Rd Sy (ME WEI sree 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Tre venerable author of ** Stridures on the life and chara&er of Mr. Little,” 
has conferred an important obligation on the editors and readers of the Magazine. 
Any communications from him will be thankfully received. 

We have recerved from our much efteemed friend in CQ. extras from Mafiillon, 
together wiih Jome illuftrations of feripture. The extra&s are eloquent in an high 
degree, as were all the fermons of that celebrated prelate. We think however that 
his colouring is fomecvhat too high : It is feared that fome of our readers would 
not make thofe allowances, which readily préfented themfelves to the cultivated mind 
of our corre/pondent ; and without them the extra&s would not be read with profit. 

*¢ A letter from an aged clergyman to his colleague” /ball appear in our 


wext. 


L’s account of Dr. Forbes ts approved, and pat on file for future publication. 





